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8 Answer the questons and use the responses fo help you determn
Organize Your Thinking: 4« dlcae i respinaes fo hob f

prompt and complete the sentence. The young king lost his magic because

your thinking.

Who is the story about?
What lesson does
the character learn?
How is the problem d?
What is the Good vs. Evl ‘@ Weak vs. Strong
. @
UNIVERSAL THEME? M Beoutiful vs. Ugly 'x Rich vs.

Comprehension Questions:
1Trty}~\gkg ed his mage for good and evil. What are some of the ways

sed his magic

2. Use the following prompt to write a complete sentence obout the text Rewrite the

3. What kind of ruler do you think the young king was? Use details from the text fo suppor
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REASONS TO LOVE

THESE SMALL GROUP LESSONS

TIME-SAVING

Stop searching for small group resources. This
resource includes EVERYTHING you need for o
successful small group lesson focused on
understonding traditional literature.

LOW PREP

These lessons are seriously just print and teach.
Pick the objective you want to cover, print the
materials, and you'll be all set to teach your
lesson. It will take you just a few minutes each
week fo print and prep your small group lessons.

EASY TO USE

Each lesson set follows a simple easy—to—-use
fromework. If you are uncertaoin how fo
structure your small group lessons, this resource
is perfect for you. You can finally feel confident in
how you teach your small group lessons.



WHAT'S INCLUDED?

8 READING SMALL GROUP LESSON SETS

- 8 Scripted Lesson Plans

8 Reading Passages

Tradtional Literoture g

Folktales

8 Response Sheets/
Graphic Organizers

Iu Strategy Cards (AKA
Mini Anchor Charts)

Digital Versions

Answer Key

Small Group Teacher Guide
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WHAT SKILLS DO THESE
LESSONS COVER?

* Lesson #1: Troditional Literature =

* Lesson #2: Retelling Stories

e Lesson #3: Universal Themes r— U —
* Lesson #4: Central Messoage 4 S T Sl

* Lesson #5: Compare & Controst | @ewerver o
Troditional Literature Stories T |

 Lesson #6: Words & Phroses

* Lesson #7/: Story Elements

* Lesson #&: Fairy Tale Elements

Trodihonal Literature joone ritan) 7' har s
“ | Traditional Literature \\ v
— Reoders con identify the ottrbutes of ;

Genres Included:

L\ = u;, (v} g ’e S ok
Legend m e
@] a2 : g K

* Tall Tale

* Fairy Tole ‘
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« Folktale i«::f%%;ﬁ 5
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WHO NEEDS THIS RESOURCE?

THLS RESOURCE IS PERFECT LF YOU ARE A..

0. STRATEGY LESSON #5
®( FOCUS: Compare & Contrast

Objective: Students can read and analyze two or more traditional
literature stories for similarities and dif ferences.

TARGET *  Our focus for today is to read two traditional literature steries and compare them
1-2 *  When we compare ond contrast two stories, we are looking for similarities ond dif ferences
=< Min

The focus for today is comparing and contrasting two traditional literature stories.
*  Authors often write their own variations of common traditional literature stories. Some
detais will stay the same whie other details might change
*  Sometimes the changes are subtle, or they can be drastic
When we compare and contrast these stories, we are locking for similarities and dif ferences.
Here are some details you might want to compare
Names of characters
Setting of story
Specific detais or event
The point of view of the narrator
Universal theme or lesson learned
The main problem or challenge in the story
How the story ends.
It can be helpful to use a graphic organizer when collecting these details. We can use a Venn
Diagram or a T-Chart.
Comparing and contrasting tradrhonal Iiterature stores can help us find meaningful
connections between two or more texts. It also teaches us to pay close attention to
mportant detals like characters, setting, pont of view, etc.
Note: There is also a Folktales Genre Card included m this lesson so you and your students can look
more closely at the specific attributes of folktoles. Use this lesson to support students who may
be struggling to identify and understond foktales.

Now it's your turn to practice on your own

Teacher Notes

*  Students can bring their own self-selected text to your lesson or if you prefer fo use a
shared fext, you can use the text provided with this lesson - Little Red Riding Hood & The

I'ACKLE Wolf's Tale

X While sfudents are reading and practicing independently, you want fo check-in and falk with

5-7 min each student about their understanding of the fext and genre Keep the discussion focused

on ther thinking vs Istening fo them read

If you choose to use the shared text and students are readng the text for the first fime,

you nwght need fo provide more fime for this portion of the lesson One way you can keep

your small group lessons more concise and shill use a shared fext is by providing sfudents

with the fext prior to coming fo the small group.

Discuss:
*  Explain what it means to compare and contrast traditional kterature stories
. What are some detais from traditional Iiterature stories you might compare?

TRANSFER What are 2-3 attributes of a folktale?

2-3 min Uk

*  Remember, when you compare two traditional Iterature stories you are looking for
similarities and dif ferences - sometimes the changes are small while other times they are
drasticl

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC

4th or 5™ grade reading
teacher

3 grade teacher with
strong readers

6™ grade teacher looking for
remediol resources
LIntervention teacher

Tutor

Literacy coach looking for
resource for your teachers
Parent who wants to

provide enrichment at home
Student teacher



Just print the set you want to teach, and
ou're set for a stellar small group lesson.
LOW PREP and EASY-TO-USE

o
?( FOCUS: Fairy Tale Elements

“au elements commonly

TARGET *  Qur focus for today is identify One C'nd
) +  In addition fo story elements f Cinder, ella H upon q time th
1-2 min theme... fairy tales include uf T

@ Objective: Students wil be able #

found in o fairy tale.

The focus for today is locating kf
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elements can help you ider

*  Many fairy tales will have ¥
¢  The phrase *Once ug
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TEACH *  Magical, or make-§
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

SCRIPTED TEACHER LESSON PLANS

Focuses on one bite—sized 9 /

objective. | /&) STRATEGY LESSON #2
: FOCUS: Retelling Stories

oO

@ Objective: Students will be able to retell traditional literature stories.

* Today we are going fo read a traditional literature story and learn the steps for
TARGET retelling these types of stories.

Reteling a traditional literature story is similar to summarizing other genres, so you

Each lesson follows the R Pt

The focus for today is reteliing a traditional literature story.
*  When we retell a traditional literature story, we are summarizng what we have read
*  The first thing fo remember about reteliing is to retell the happenings, or events, in

some 4T lesson structure:
*  When you retell in sequential order you are recounting the beginning, middle, and

end events in the same order you read them
The second thing to remember: always include key story elements. The most
imnportant details to include are the characters, the setting, and the problem &

| Or e l | eOCI ‘ | OCK‘e solution in the story.
b ) Jd To wrap up your retelling you will clearly state the ending and share the central

message, or theme
Reteling is an important part of reading comprehension. When we practice reteliing,

we are building up the skill to remember and understand specific details about what
ronsfer
* * Let's look ot our strategy card to review these steps!
Note: There is also a Tall Tales Genre Card included in this lesson so you and your students

can look more closely at what a tall tale is and its specific attributes. Use this lesson to
support students who may be struggling to identify and understand tall tales

Now it's your turn to practice on your own

Teacher Notes:
*  Students can bring their own self-selected text fo your lesson, or if you prefer fo use
a shared fext, you can use the text provided with this lesson - The Coopertown Twins

T ACKLE and the Great Hurricane
i While students are reading and practicing independently, you want to check-in and talk

| n C ‘ u d e S +h e e Xa C+ WO rd S 5-7 min with each student about their understanding of the text and genre. Keep the

discussion focused on their thinking vs. listening fo them read

IF you choose to use the shared text and students are reading the fext for the first
d h h | d time, you might need fo provide more time for this portion of the lesson One way you
can keep your small group lessons more concise and stil use a shared text is by
a n P ra S e S Y O u S O u providing students with the fext prior fo coming fo the small group.

Discuss:
+  Whyis it important for intentional readers to practice reteling?

say to help your students ¥ D marre | i e
master the objective.

*  Remember, reteling a traditional literature story is summarizing key story elements in
sequential order. Don't forget to mclude the central message!

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC



TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

STUDENT PASSAGES & RESPONSE PAGES

The King’s Monster

There once was a very young prince who lost
parents and became the new king. Taking pity on the boy,
an enchantress snuck into the castle and of fered him
the gift of magic. Then she warned, *If anyone discovers
your magic, it will disappear.”

The young king wanted to be a great ruler. He used
his magic to make the wheat grow tall and the fruit grow
plenty. The weather in the kingdom was always sunny,
and the babies were all born strong and healthy. The
people had everything they needed

Of course, no one knew this was the work of the
king As the boy grew into a young man, he became
resentful. He wished he could say to his people, *I have
given you all you've asked for and more. T am the hero
of this kingdoml*

The king came up with a plan. He went to the
mountainside and, using his magic, he created a huge,
wicked monster. The ground shook as the monster
stomped through the kingdom, snarling and swinging its
thorny tail

“T'll save youl* the king declared heroically. He shot
an arrow directly ot the heart of the monster. The beast
growled, but it did not fall. How could the king defeat it
without giving away his magic?

Then, the monster grabbed up a little boy in his
claw. The king knew what he had fo do. He shot his magic
out.. but nothing happened. He had exhausted his magic
creating the monster.

A young woman ran up to the king and asked, “Your
highness, have you any rope?”

The king nodded and sent for all the rope in the
castle. The woman whispered her plan, and the king gave
orders. When the rope arrived, everyone in the kingdom
worked together, lassoing its legs and arms. They heaved
ond pulled until ot last, they tied up the monster and
freed the boy from his grip.

The king's plan had failed; he had not been the
hero. Yet in all the years he had ruled, he had never seen
the people so happy. The king realized that he was happy,
too. For the first time, he had joined the people of his
kingdom, and together, they had all become heroes

The king fell in love with the clever woman who
had asked for rope, and she fell in love with the king who
was one with his people. They lived happily ever after.

Universal
Themes

Readers can identify common
themes found in fraditional
liferature stories,

1. Who are the characters?

2. What is the problem in the
story?

3. How is the problem solved? Who
helps find a solution?

4. What is a possible universal
theme for the story? Use details
from the text to support your
choice

QO Goodvs Evii Q Beautiful vs. Ugly
QO Richvs. Poor O Strong vs. Weak

Date:
Ir Thinki
nkmg: AnSer the e
the #

* story aboytp

"

T

character

S0n does

»

*ter learn?

gls

What problem(s)
face

Student passage written
for each lesson objective.

Questions to help
students apply

the focus skill to
the passage.

P you 4
e your g,,s»;’ etermine

does the
In the Sfory?

Includes graphic
organizer & three
general
comprehension
questions.



TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

STRATEGY CARDS (AKA MINI ANCHOR CHARTS)

A

Strotegy card for each
lesson objective.

Student friendly definition
or explanation.

Traditional Literoture

1 ; Tradmona\ theruture
Saf\ Re:::f dAt\:M\ hfermur

Includes questions, steps,
0 process, or a visual

reminder of how to apply
that focus skill.

Great fo place on a
strategy ring!
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

ANSWER KEY WILTH POSSIBLE ANSWERS

The Coopertown Twins
and the Great Hurricane

Some people said that the young twins from
Coopertown had singlehandedly stomped out the Wild
Northwest Forest Fire. Others would say, *How could that be?
Theyre just kids.”

“What do you mean, just'?* Daren would reply. Maren
and Daren Taylor were small, but they were tougher than the
weather.

One day, a hurricane came knocking on Coopertown's
door. While the people of Coopertown ran for cover, Maren and
Daren ran toward the shore. This hurricane was meaner than
anything they'd ever seen

Maren kicked ot the flood rushing toward the town. The
water kicked her back and knocked her over. Daren tried to
blow back the ragmng winds, but they swept him up and threw
him into the nearest tree

“You nasty hurricane!* cried Maren

The twins kept fighting it, trying fo push and shove the
hurricane away from their town If they didn't stop it soon,
water would be filling the homes of Coopertown and wind
would be ripping of f roofs

The twins held the bad weather of f for a while, but the
harder they fought, the harder that hurricane pummeled
them right back. It took all the strength out of them. *I can't
fight it anymore,” Maren panted at last

It seems like the harder we fight it, the angrier it
gets,” said Daren

“What do you think it wants anyway?" asked Maren
There was only one way to find out. Maren and Daren sat down,
and they istened. They listened to the winds howl and the
Waves roar.

“I'm listening,” said Maren, *but I can't understand when
you shout so loud” The wind heaved a deep breath and calmed
down a little. The water moaned that it was not happy

I hear you,” said Daren, *How can we help?* The wind
whispered its plan, and Maren and Daren agreed. They coaxed
the scared people of Cooperstown outside

“Those two kids fought of f that nasty hurricane!” the
townspeople cheered when they saw the calmer weather.

“Not exactly,” said Daren “We want the wind and the
water to stick around, but if we want them to respect
Cooperstown, then we've got to respect them, too”

The townspeople nodded in agreement. The water
lapped ot their feet and the wind wrapped them in a breeze
From that day on, the people of Coopertown took good care of
their water and air, and no one said that the Coopertown twins

were just kids

1 Use the space below to jot down
key details while you read. You
use these details fo writ
refellng, so don 't g

Retelling Stories

Readers can retell traditional
Iiferature stories.

0 jot down
the beginning,
end of the story.
You might want fo include the
following: characters, setting
problem & solution.

Beginning

A

hurr
Cooper

Maren and
back
Middle

ns confinue fo

fight

d and

ted, you have

2. What specific type of traditional
literature is this? How do you know?

Tall Tale

Responses will vary. S
should be able to d.ﬁi:rm.ﬂ several
attributes of a tall tale: includ

hyperbole, exaggerated events, it

ents

woSs humorous

ence from, the
1 fought, #
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”’V?e/ed mean?
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the graphic organizer
and comprehension
questions.
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Arachne the Weaver

Long ago. a young woman named Arachne wove
thread into beautiful tapestries. Crowds gathered,
amazed by her ort, and the weaver began fo grow
proud. One day, an onlooker told Arachne that the gods
had given her great talent. At this, Arachne loughed.
“You think the gods made me this talented? I can
weave better than any of them*

Arachne's words echoed to the top of Mount
Olympus, home of the gods. “What hubris!* cried
Atheno. The goddess of wisdom and croft, Athena wos
known for her own beautiful tapestries. *This mortal
must learn some respect,” she said. The goddess
disguised herself as an old woman and paid Arachne a
visit. She pushed through the crowds and scolded the
girl for claiming to be better than the gods.

“If I am not better than the gods, then let
them come and prove it,” said Arachne.

The old woman then threw of f her cloak and
revealed herself as the goddess Athena. They agreed
to a competition and set up their looms to begin
weaving at once. The crowd gathered close to watch
the goddess and the young woman weave for hours.
As the sun began to set, they tied of f their thread
ond revealed their work.

Athena's tapestry shimmered with vibrant
colors and splendid details. She had woven a scene of
the gods showing of f their mighty powers, which no
mortal could hope to compete with

Arachne hod woven a scene of the gods as well,
but in her tapestry, the gods were misusing their
powers, fighting and partying and tricking humans.
Athena was furious that Arachne had dared to insult
the gods like that. To make matters worse, Arachne's
weaving was incredible. Athena could not find a single
flow. It wos the better work of art.

The goddess, usually calm and thoughtful, was
outraged. She tore Arachne’s tapestry to shreds
Then, she turned on Arachne. She threw a potion of
Hecate's herb at her, and the girl immediately started
to shrink. Her fingers turned into eight spindly legs.
Arachne released a single strand of thread from her
abdomen as she became the world's first spider.
Today, her ancestors spend their lives weaving, thanks
to Arachne’s pride

Words & Phrases

Readers can understand key words
and phrases used in traditional
literature stories

Find a key word connected to the
story that was new to you. Then
complete the rest of the table to
determine its meaning.

A new word or phrase
Iread was...

Pause and
rereod the
word and
sentence

How is the
word used?
Try to identify
the port of
speech of the
word/phrose.

What clues
can help you
determine the
meanng? Do
research if
possible

| think this word or phrase
means...
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INCLUDES TEACHER GUIDE

Are you new to using small
groups in your clossroom?
No worries! We got youl

TEACH\N

This resource also includes pm R o
o 2 page teaching guide PDF
that walks you through all
the ins ond outs of
strotegy groups. You also
get o generic strategy
group lesson plan along
with sentence starters so
NJOU CON Creoate you own
strotegy lesson plans.

should! prioritize

Why ups? .
siraieQY gro C menou 1-w~:“w“
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WANT A FREE SAMPLE?

0 SIGN UP BELOW TO GET A SAMPLE SMALL GROUP
LESSON FOR INFERRING CHARACTER TRALTS!

o

I'd love to share a free
somple of my small group
lesson routine with you.
You'll get o somple lesson
to help you teach inferring
character traits.

CLICK HERE TO GRAB

YOUR FREE SAMPLE!

I hope you and your students enjoy theml

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC - o


https://www.stellarteacher.com/stc_optin/small-group-lessons/

NEED MORE THAN JUST THIS SET?

CHECK OUT SOME OF MY OTHER SMALL GROUP LESSON SETS.

107 scripted lesson sets to teach key reading skills " includes comprehension questions & graphic organizers scripted lesson sets to teach key fiction reading skills

STRATEGY LESSONS STRATEGY LESSONS STRATEGY LESSONS

E%{I;SSONSEEéYE\

Left Alone () wnatisrion

includes comprehension questions & graphic organizers scripted lessons and passages to teach theme includes comprehension q@fions & graphic organizers

STRATEGY LESSONS ~ STRATEGY LESSONS | STRATEGY LESSONS
TEXT EVIDENCE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE

8 LESSONS



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Small-Group-Comprehension-Lessons-and-Reading-Passages-Year-Long-Bundle-7798632
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Plot-Story-Events-Small-Group-Reading-Lesson-Plans-and-Passages-RL43-RL53-7118896
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Text-Evidence-Small-Group-Lessons-Passages-Worksheets-7737184
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Theme-Small-Group-Reading-Lesson-Plans-and-Passages-RL42-RL52-7137891
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Authors-Purpose-Small-Group-Lessons-and-Reading-Passages-Worksheets-7397869
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-Small-Group-Lessons-and-Nonfiction-Reading-Passages-RI42-RI52-7308793

