FINDING THEME

OBJECTIVE: Readers will be able to find the theme by connecting it to the topic of the story or text.

Topic to Theme

O@ h Readers can connect the theme to the topic of the text.
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Finding Theme

What is theme?

Most stories have a theme. This is the
moral, message, or lesson the author

wants you to learn from the story.

What theme is...

What theme isn’t...

¢ Ttis the lesson a reader |«

con apply to their life.

* Ttis something that

needs to be inferred.
(it's not directly stated)

* Ttis the lesson, moral,

Tt is not just the topic
of the text. It's not a
single word like
kindness, friendship,
teamwork etc.

* Ttis not the author’s

message, or heart of

the story. purpose, but it is

connected to it.

Questions you can ask to help identify the theme:
< What important life lesson did the characters learn?
¢ How did the characters change from the beginning fo the end?
< What can T toke away from this story and apply to my life?

to state the theme. There might even be more
than one theme for the story you are reading.

“~\ [Mos’r of the time, there is more than one way ]
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REASONS TO LOVE

THESE THEME LESSON SETS

TIME-SAVING

I know a fteacher’s to—do list is massive, but with this
resource, you can cross lesson planning of £ your list. This
resource gives you everything you need for your whole
group lessons on finding theme: scripted lesson plans,
whole group teaching slides, anchor charts, and graphic
organizers.

CLEAR AND CONCISE

These lessons moke it super easy for you to clearly
communicate, teach, and model each objective to your
students. The lesson plans will help you deliver a clear
ond effective lesson, and the visuals included will help
your students understand exactly what you are teaching.

LOW PREP FOR TEACHERS

This resource seriously is just print and teach. You won't
have to prep any materials for your lessons. Think how
much time you will save not having to type out lesson
plans or prep anchor charts or slides for your lessons.
They are all done for you with this resource.



WHAT'S INCLUDED?

For each lesson you get a scripted lesson plan, anchor chart, teaching slide set, and half—page grophic organizer.

5 SCRIPTED LESSON PLANS 5 PRINTABLE ANCHOR CHARTS
L These lesson plans - Each lesson comes with
' are scripted and _Jﬁ-!: a full-page printable
ready to go. You con C&"’"e" Change ! anchor chart. Post it in
aftach them fo your =7 your classroom after

weekly lesson plan,
use them to prep
your lesson, ore
even read from
them while teaching.

your lesson, or shrink it
down to 85% and have
students glue it in their
notebooks.

5 MINI GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS TEACHING SLIDES FOR EACH LESSON

OBJECTIVE Reciders wil be ok fo find the fheme of the story by thriking obcut
ow the characters have changed from he begreing 1 the e

Each lesson includes Characters Change Each lesson includes

the time, characters wi

a set of teaching
slides fo help you
teach, practice, and

o half—page graphic
! organizer. Students
¢ con use this during

your lesson or you discuss the

con assign it to them objective. These

‘, / as independent | o - slides help you
practice after your ‘ ~ deliver an effective

lesson. and engaging lesson.




WHAT LESSONS ARE INCLUDED?

This resource includes five lessons that are all connected to finding theme. You can teach
oll five or select the lessons that are most relevant o whot your students need. These
lessons are also great if you need to quickly spiral or review a concept.

e |Lesson #1: What is theme?

Finding Theme

Lessons Learned |
Readers con learn a lesson from the characters e |esson #2: o piC to Theme

This lesson is often connected to the theme.

We can learn from the characters we \\/’
read about in stories. When we think about ]

the life lessons, we (and the characters) iiﬁ
learn, it helps us find the theme. H

What is a life lesson?

A life lesson is something that significantly changes a
person. It changes the way they think, act, and speak. After
learning a lesson, the person is dif ferent. A few examples of
a life lesson include making a mindset shift, learning a new

way to treat people, or breaking o bad habit. o Lesson :H: Ll-: Charoc-l-ers Change

To find the life lesson in a story, you can ask:

e |Lesson #3: Lessons Learned

* How did the character change?
*  What caused this change?

*  What can I learn from this .
* Lesson #5: Giving Advice
* How will this story change the
way I think, act, or speak? ‘
*  Who needs to read this story
and why?

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC



Just print the set you want to teach, and
you're set for a stellar whole group lesson.
LOW PREP and EASY-TO-USE

O~ | MINI LESSON: Giving Advice

Whole Group Lesson Plan Lesson #5
Lesson Objective: Students can find the theme of a story by thinking about the .
advice they would give the character. /
Have you ever had a friend ask f  ~4vice? Sometimes when people are experiencing a
challenge or have a problem the Soseeq ‘- ~nlve, they will ask a friend for advice
C?NZNECT Asking o friend for advice will gi "=~ they can solve their
& min problem. Since we know that tk ~ ~haracter

faces, giving advice is one way !

Today, T want to show you ho' FI 1
TEPAOCIHNl:.‘G they would give one of the ch G [ °® hd/hg TherY)e

e
Note: If you would like to use '

1 min Chart (next page) or the Gog

One strategy you can use to I 'n [ ]
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ader
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w ,

* Think about the main |
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3-5 min challenge. You can als
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The Sandwich Swap
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SUGGESTED students might {
MENTOR cover, be open—

TEXT different from
(optional) this strategy t
3-5 min Note: If you do n

where the therv
| being read aloud
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

J SCRIPTED TEACHER LESSON PLAN

Each lesson set includes a
scripted teacher lesson plon. 1t
provides you with the exact
language you can use to teach
that objective. These lesson
plons will help keep your
lessons short and concise.

Each lesson plan includes the
following sections:

* Connect & Infroduce Objective
* Teach & Model

* Suggested Mentor Text Title

* Engage Questions

e Closure

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC
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MINI LESSON: Whaot is Theme?

Whole Group Lesson Plan

Lesson #1

Lesson Objective: Students will be able to identify the theme of a story. Students
understand that theme is the lesson, moral, or message the author shares through the text.

J

CONNECT

1-2 min

TEACHING
POINT

1 min

TEACH/
MODEL

3-5 min

SUGGESTED
MENTOR TEXT
(optional)
3-5 min

ENGAGE

2-3 min

LINK

1 min

Theme is one of the story elements we will see in stories. Most stories you read will have a theme.
Since this is one of the key elements of fiction, it's important that we understand what theme is, and
we will learn how to identify it.

Today I want to show you how fiction stories of ten have a theme or a message for the reader.
Note: If you would like to use a visual for this lesson, you can use the What is theme? Anchor Chart

(next page) or the Google Slides Presentation to help facilitate your lesson.

Theme is the big idea the author wants you to take away from the story. It con be described as the
moral, message, or lesson of the story. You can think of the theme as the life lesson that you can
apply to your own life.

Theme is

* The important life lesson. It is of ten described as the heart of the story.

* Something that needs to be inferred. This means the author isn't going to directly tell you what the
theme is. You will need to use text clues and your personal experiences to infer the theme.

« Ttis usually connected to the character’s problem or challenge.

* Ttis a universal truth. This means it can be applied to your own life.

« TItis usually written as a statement.

Theme is not:

« Itis not the same thing as the topic of the text. This means it is not written as a single word like
kindness, friendship, or teamwork.

« TItis not the author's purpose for writing the text, although it is connected to the author's purpose.

« Ttis not directly stated in the text. You won't find a sentence that says *the themeis _____ *. This
is why you need to infer what the theme is.

Questions you can ask to identify the theme:

* What important life lesson did the characters learn?

* How did the characters change from the beginning to the end?

* What can T take away from this story and apply to my own life?

It's important to remember that there is usually more than one way to write or state the theme of

a story. Often times, stories will have more than one theme.

Let’s look at an example to see if we can identify the theme of the story

Note: You can refer to the example slide and/or show an example from a mentor text.

Name Jar by Yangsook Choi

* This book has many great themes that students can connect to. Some themes your students
might find in this book include: Your name is your identity, be confident in who you are, don't be
afraid to be yourself, respect and appreciate other’s culture. It would be helpful to read this text
before your lesson and then apply this lesson to the text so students can practice identifying
theme

Note: If you do not have a copy of this picture book, you can use any text, story, or passage where

the theme plays an important role. You can also look for a copy of this picture book being read aloud

on YouTube

Turn & Talk: With a friend, answer or discuss the following:
* What is the theme of the story?
* Complete the sentences: Themeis _________. Themeisnot ________

Remember, when you're reading a story, you can identify the theme. Theme is the message, moral, or
lesson the author wants you to take away from the story.

Note: If you want to extend your mini-lesson, you can give students the stop-and—jot template (next
page), and they can respond to the example you share during the mini lesson. You can also have your
students use it to respond to their independent reading.
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OTAKE A CLOSER LOOK..

" PRINTABLE ANCHOR CHART

Finding Theme

What is theme?

Most stories have a theme. This is the
moral, message, or lesson the author

wonts you to learn from the story.

Each lesson includes a printable
anchor chart. You con either
print this chart ond display it
under a document camera to

help teach your lesson or you What themeis.. | What theme isn't...

e Ttis the lesson a reader | Ttis not just the topic
can apply fo their life. of the text. It's not a
* Itis something that single word like
needs to be inferred.
(it’s not directly stated)
* Ttis the lesson, moral,
message, or heart of
the story.

can always give students a
copy of the anchor chart aofter
the lesson fo glue in their
folder or notebook.

kindness, friendship,
teamwork etc.

» Itis not the author’s
purpose, but it is
connected to it.

Questions you can ask to help identify the theme:
¢ What important life lesson did the characters learn?
« How did the characters change from the beginning to the end?
 What can I toke oway from this story and apply to my life?

These anchor charts include all

the key information students
need to remember from your

Most of the time, there is more thon one way
to state the theme. There might even be more
than one theme for the story you are reading.

lesson.
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

J

Each lesson includes o half—page
graphic organizer related o the

objective. These graphic organizer work

with any text.

You can use them during the lesson to

help model the concept to your
students.

Or, you can give them to students
ofter the lesson and hove them

practice applying the objective to their

independent reading.

You can also use them during your
small group lessons.

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC

Y MINL GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Stop and Jot: identifying the Theme
Focus: What is theme?

Name: Date:

Answer the three questions below to help you identify a possible theme for this story

(- What important life lesson did AY A How did the characters changeN (.
the characters learn? from the beginning fo the end?

What can I toke away from )
this story and apply to my own
life?

. J \\ J \ J
. )
What is the
theme of
this story? )
Stop and Jot: Identifying the Theme
Focus: What is theme?
Name: Date:
Answer the three questions below to help you identify a possible theme for this story
(- What important life lesson did ) = How did the characters change ) (- )

the characters learn? from the beginning fo the end?

What can T toke away from
this story and apply to my own
life?

\. J \L J \_ J

What is the )
theme of

this story? )



TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

" GOOGLE SLIDE SET: TEACHING SLIDE

Each lesson includes o s

teaching slide. This slide What is theme?

inc‘udes O \O‘l‘ OF ‘I‘he soMme Most stories have a theme. This is the moral, message,

. _ or lesson the author wants you to learn from the story.

IY\FOFW\O'I'lOT\ on '|'h€ OT\ChOF What theme is... | |What theme isn't...| | Questions you can ask to
» Ttis the lesson a reader can o Ttis ust the topic of the hewieutify/the heme:

ChO r-l- apply to their life. text. (I“r not a single word like = }’:\h J’h'm” : ”Fn' ndid

» Tt is something that needs to be kindness, friendship, teamwork,
inferred (it’s not directly stated). etfc)

* Ttis the lesson, moral, message, * Ttis not the author’s purpose
or heart of the story. (but it is connected to it)

% How did the characters change
from beginning to d?

< What can I toke away from this
story and apply to my life?

I‘I‘ | S O 9 re O‘I‘ S ‘ | d e 'I'O d | S p ‘ Q\/ Most of the time, there is more than one way to state the theme.

There might even be more than one theme in the story.

during the teach/model
portion of your lesson. It
will help you clearly
communicate the objective
to your students.

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC



TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

J GOOGLE SLIDE SET: EXAMPLE SLIDE

J

Each lesson includes an
example slide. The example
slide is o great slide you con
use to either model or
practice with your
students.

It will either include a short
parogroph or a chart or
some other example
related fo the objective

of the lesson.

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC

Let’s See an Example...

Amir stared at the flyer. Auditions for the school musical were next
week. He really wanted to audition, but he knew that with his terrible stage
fright, he'd freeze up before he could even open his mouth. Teresa walked up
behind him.

“Are you going to audition, Amir?" she asked. “You're such a good singer,
you should totally go for itl*

“Nah,” said Amir. “This isn't worth my time. See you later”

“Oh,” Teresa shrugged. “I was hoping we could practice together. Let me
know if you change your mind."

That night, Amir thought about what Teresa said. Maybe if he practiced
in front of someone else, he might stand a chance. Amir gave Teresa a call. For
the rest of the week, they practiced their audition pieces after school. Amir
told Teresa about his stage fright. She had him sing in front of her, then in
front of her family, and then in front of her family and his family. The day of
the auditions came, and Amir took the stage. He was still nervous, but he just
pictured all the people supporting him. It didn't matter if he got the part; he
waos just excited to be brave enough to audition

Time for a little
practice...

Let's read this text
together. Can you use text
clues and your personal
experiences to identify the
theme of the text? What is
the heart of the story?
What does the author want
you to learn?

Questions to ask:
What important life lesson did
the characters learn?
How did the characters change
from beginning to end?
What can T toke away from this
story and apply to my life?




(OTAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

" GOOGLE SLIDE SET: TURN & TALK SLIDE

Each lesson includes a turn— With a friend, answer or

ond—talk slide with two discuss the following...
) WHEN TALKING WITH A
FRIEND, REMEMBER TO.. =
questions you con use for e ot is e thome
Who\e group dlscu55|on O-I— the person speaking. g of the story?
¢ Moke eye contact. \

the end of your lesson.

¢ Toke turns sharing.

Complete the sentences:
Themeis__ .
Theme is not .

» Stay on fopic.

Question #2:
& X

e TInclude any friends

The furn—and—talk slide also L e T o
includes key reminders for

how students should be
engaging in discussion with
their peers.

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC



TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

" GOOGLE SLIDE SET: CLOSING SLIDE

The final slides includes a

When You're Reading On Your Own...

re m | n d er O F W h O-l- V O U -I-O u 9 h-l- & Y REMEMBER: \When you're reading a story, you can
- y identify the theme. Theme is the message, moral, or
OY\ d .I_h en bl Onk S p O C e FO r V O u . . : lesson the author wants you to take away from the story.

Today’s Independent Practice:

to customize the
independent practice
assignment for the day.

Here’s A Tip: Identify the topic and author’s purpose,
then use text clues and your personal experiences to infer
the theme of a text.

This is a great slide to leave
up during your independent
practice so students can be
reminded of what you
taught and also know what
they should be working on.

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC



NEED MORE THAN JUST THIS SET?

CHECK OUT SOME OF MY OTHER READING MINL LESSON SETS.

\

no prep leasony € alides
100+ Lessons for The Entire Year!

What is Plot?

[ Authors often use a similar pattern or order of story events ]

when writing a story. This is referred fo as plot structure

Exposition

PERFECT FOR
3rd - 5th

LESSON PLANS e TEACHING SLIDES e ANCHOR CHARTS

Click HERE for the bundle.

FIGURATIVE
JXJ IGU \JQ

OBJECTIVE Readers o understand that authors use sevies and metophors 1o compore two or more things

Similes & Metaphors

Both simies and metaphors make a comparison between two things. |

Similes s

Simies use fhe words fke or as fo make
a comparison between fwo things.

Metophors directly connect the two
things by stating what something is.

Meg and Sam After along week £ :

were such good Q@ ot work, Caleb
friends. They were was a couch
like two peas in a pod.

LESSON PLANS e ANCHOR CHARTS e STUDENT PRACTICE

// a {:! ] DEF
nopnepﬁwwme'wdw

OBJECTIVE Readers con deterrvine both the fopic ond the man iea of o nonfiction fext

Topic vs. Main Idea

When you are reading nonfiction fexts, you want fo think
about the topic and the main idea of the text

LESSON PLANS e ANCHOR CHARTS e STUDENT PRACTICE

Click HERE for nid I

W

JJ“AJ\A ARIZING
nopnzp ewm

Summarizing Fiction

[ Readers understand how fo summarize fiction stories. ]

Six Characteristics of a Strong Fiction Summary

Try t The order of your summar:
| Keap it shorf: Ty fo keep I u should reror ne order of Lvents
around 4 to 5 sentences.

’ 9 Incude key sfory e
wsakigh oLl

15 Dot include your opiron,just
what happened in the story

’ 3 Only include o few of the

most important details ‘ | 6 Use your own words

LESSON PLANS e ANCHOR CHARTS e STUDENT PRACTICE

Inferring Traits

A character’s feelings, actions, speech, and thoughts,
can help a reader infer that character’s traits.

Pay attention to the character’s ...

Speech

LESSON PLANS e TEACHING SLIDES e ANCHOR CHARTS

Cause & Effect

[ Texts can have cause and effect relationships. ]

What to look for when identifying cause & effect relationships:

> cause {;‘; Effect Q@ Key Words

LESSON PLANS e TEACHING SLIDES e ANCHOR CHARTS

Click HERE for the figurative language set.  Click HERE for the summarizing set.  Click HERE for the cause and effect set


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Mini-Lesson-Year-Long-Bundle-Lesson-Plans-Anchor-Charts-Slides-More-8314170?utm_source=Slides%20Freebie&utm_campaign=Slides%20Opt-in%20Bundle%20Link%20
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Analyzing-Characters-Mini-Lessons-Lesson-Plans-Slides-Graphic-Organizers-8314012?utm_source=Preview&utm_campaign=Characters%20From%20Preview%20Link
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Figurative-Language-Mini-Lessons-Lesson-Plans-Slides-Graphic-Organizers-8313643?utm_source=Preview&utm_campaign=Figurative%20Language%20Slides%20From%20Preview%20Link
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Summarizing-Fiction-Mini-Lessons-Lesson-Plans-Slides-Graphic-Organizers-8313702?utm_source=Preview&utm_campaign=Summarizing%20Fiction%20Slides%20From%20Preview%20Link
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cause-Effect-Mini-Lessons-Lesson-Plans-Slides-Graphic-Organizers-8313610?utm_source=Preview&utm_campaign=Cause%20%26%20Effect%20From%20Preview%20Link
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-Mini-Lessons-Lesson-Plans-Google-Slides-Posters-Graphic-Organizers-8314087?utm_source=Preview&utm_campaign=Main%20Idea%20Slides%20From%20Preview%20Link

LOOKING FOR OTHER RESOURCES
TO HELP WITH READING?

Do your students need help Do you need help planning and
building their vocabulary? prepping your small group lessons?
context clues e prefixes & suffixes ® root words 107 scripted lesson sets to teach key reading skills

VOCAB ROUTINES STRATEGY LESSONS
BUNDLE wa(ﬂe

STRATEGY STORY ELEMENTS

A Model Student

eee
ooooooooooooooooooooo

nd dej Jecied
Ewnple Amboer bdepresioed =
= ou t‘ ot \h : onre‘;rov\t to qei cu?
WO
| deduc n your test i
e T VW\ ' do cor\‘no op.
orget to pu

LESSON PLANS

homophones e figurative |Ohgd&é€
bundle of vocabulary routines! year—long bundle,
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Activities-Root-Words-Prefixes-Suffixes-Context-Clues-4133878
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Small-Group-Comprehension-Lessons-and-Reading-Passages-Year-Long-Bundle-7798632

WANT A FREE SAMPLE?

Understandi

Story El¢ 9l===

ﬂe 10
Ctonal o
s

1-2

Most fictior ,E’AO?M.“G
same ke 1mn

Characters

The people or animals interar
story. Who is the story mos

oot s
2 When and where 3“??0&
ikl 811 the time, ¢ h

Problem/Challen
This refers to the prob!

phnraate

Jot: Understanding Plot

stop and
Focus: What 1S Plot? Date / {

Resolution

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC

CLICK THE BUTTON BELOW, AND I'LL
EMAIL YOU A FREE SAMPLEI

I'd love o share a free
lesson set to help you
teach fictional story
elements. Sign—up below
ond L'll e=mail you a free
lesson plan, anchor chart,
Mini—grophic organizer, ond
slide seft.

CLICK HERE TO GRAB

YOUR FREE SAMPLE!

I hope you and your students enjoy theml



https://www.stellarteacher.com/stc_optin/free-mini-lesson-plan-and-sample-slides/

LET'S CONNECT

i My favorite way to help support ond encourage teachers
\_Y_J is with my weekly podcast! Have you tuned in yet?

Faoch week I share

STELLAR actionable tips and easy
TEACHER strategies that you can
PODCAST implement immediotely.

Tune in on your drive to
work or as you're setting up
your classroom for the day.

with Sara Marye

Be sure to follow and subscribe on your
favorite podcost player appl

i

n N . B
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https://www.stellarteacher.com/stellar-teacher-podcast-with-sara-marye/

