12 scripted lessons and passages to teach all about characters.

SMALL GROUP LESSON
CHARACTER ANALYSISs

Everyone But Marissa Character
Motivation
Marissa was just putfing the lost of the clean dishes
away when her mom walked in the door from work Readers can think about what a
“Hi momil How was your day?” she asked character really wants or needs
to understand their actions.

“Tt was good honey, thanks for asking” her mom replied

“What are you dong?”
“T thought T'd help ouf by unlooding the dishwasher” 1. What does Marissa want in the

Marissa had a gleam in her eye
*T appreciate your help, Marissa, but T feel like you might
be buttering me up for something”

“Well, it's just that these new sneokers were released
today and everyone ot school is talking about them I
thought maybe T could earn some money helping out
around the house to buy some.”
“That's very entrepreneurial of yo

sfory?

ul How much are the

sneakers?”

Marissa didn't skip a beat. *$250"
| “Whoa, honey, T don't have thaf kind of money! T wos

11 thinking they'd be $50°

| Marissa wailed, *Moml Everyone is 9oing

shoes! T can't be the only freok who doesn’
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Organize Your Thinking:

Holly’s Feelings

Hollys Actions

Holly’s Character Traits

Holly’s Speech

Holly’s Thoughts

Comprehension Questions:

1. Why is starting middle school extra stressful for Holly?

2. How does Holly's mom try to help her through the morning?
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REASONS TO LOVE

THESE SMALL GROUP LESSONS

TIME-SAVING

Stop searching for small group resources. This
bundle includes EVERYTHING you need for a
successful small group lesson on describing ond

onalyzing characters in a story.

LOW PREP

These lessons are seriously just print and teach.
Pick the objective you want to cover, print the
materials, and you'll be all set to teach your
lesson. It will take you just a few minutes each
week fo print and prep your smoall group lessons.

EASY TO USE

Each lesson set follows a simple easy—to-use
fromework. If you are uncertain how fo
structure your small group lessons, this resource
is perfect for you. You can finally feel confident in
how you teach your small group lessons.



WHAT'S INCLUDED?

12 READING SMALL GROUP LESSON SETS

12 Scripted Lesson Plans | \ PO (D
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Answer Key

Small Group Teacher Guide
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WHAT SKILLS DO THESE
LESSONS COVER?

Lesson #1: Internal/External Character Troits
Lesson #2: Positive & Negative Character
Traits

Lesson #3: Inferring Character Traits
Lesson #4: Character Feelings

Lesson #5: Character Feelings Can Change
Lesson #6: Comparing Characters

Lesson #/: Analyzing Character Actions
Lesson #&: Making Character Predictions
Lesson #9: Character Motivation

Lesson #10: Characters Learn Lessons
Lesson #11: Using Text Evidence to Describe
Characters

Lesson #12: Dif ferent Character’s
Perspectives
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WHO NEEDS THIS RESOURCE?

THLS RESOURCE IS PERFECT LF YOU ARE A..

@) STRATEGY LESSON #I
®(¢ FOCUS: Inside/Outside

identifying intfernal ond external traits.

@ Objective: Students will be able to analyze a character in depth by

TARGET

TACKLE

TRANSFER

Todoy we are going to spend some time onalyzing choracters. By onalyzing the
charoctersin a story, we can better understond the charocter and the story os a
whole

When we analyze the character we will look for clues to help us better
understand the character both internally ond externally.

The focus for today is understanding characters from the inside and outside.

*  When welook at characters in this woy we analyze both their infernal and external
traits.
When we onalyze characters from the outside we look at things we can see.
What are the physicol traits? What actions can you observe? How would you
describe their physicol traits?
When we analyze characters from the inside we look ot parts of the character
we can't see from the outside. What do they feel? What emotions do they
experience?
Let’s look ot the focus card to see the dif ferent components of Inside/Outside.

Now it's your turn to try this strategy on your own

Teacher Notes

»  Ideally, students would be able fo bring their independent reading fexts fo the
strategy group If your students aren't reading a fictional fext, or if you prefer fo
have all students using the same fext, you can use the fext A Hard Door fo Open
fo help students apply this specific strafegy.
While students are reading and pracficing this strafegy independently, you want fo
check~in and falk with each student about how they are applying the strafegy.
Keep the discussion focused on their thinking vs. listening fo them read.
If you choose fo use the shared fext and students are reading the fext for the
first fime, you might need fo provide more fime for this portion of the lesson
One way you can keep your strafegy lessons more concise and still use a shared
fext is by providing students with the fext prior fo coming fo the strafegy group
This will make sure that while they are at the fable, all they are focusing on is
applying the strafegy.

Discuss:

¢ Who con tell me how this focus helped you better understond the character?

* How did considering inside and outside traits help you better analyze the
choracter?

Link:

*  Remember, you can analyze characters anytime you are reading independently.
You can identify the external ond internal characteristics to better understond the
character.
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4th or 5™ grade reading
teacher

3 grade teacher with
strong readers

6™ grade teacher looking for
remediol resources
LIntervention teacher

Tutor

Literacy coach looking for
resource for your teachers
Parent who wants to

provide enrichment at home
Student teacher



Just print the set you want to teach, and
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F for a stellar small group lesson.

LOW PREP and EASY-TO-USE
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

SCRIPTED TEACHER LESSON PLANS

Focuses on one bite—sized

objective. | /B STRATEGY LESSON #6
: FOCUS: Comparing Characters

o)

Objective: Students wil be able fo analyze a characters by comparing
characters across cotegories.

Today we are going to spend some time analyzing characters. By analyzing the

charocters in a story, we con better understand the character ond the story os
0} SSOoN TOIOWS TARGET | e

When we analyze the character we will compare two characters across
dif ferent categories.

® The focus for todayis comparing characters across dif ferent categories.
* *  With this focus, you start by selecting two key charocters in the story.
*  You want to think about how you can compare them in similar ways so you want

to select categories to use to think obout each character.
When we analyze the characters it's a good idea fo compore the characters

| 0 r e-l- | e 0 C I ‘ I OC k‘ e traits, feelings and problems.
) ) b Let's look ot the focus card to see the dif ferent components of Comparing

Characters.

| ra n S ‘ er Now it's your turn fo try this focus on your own.
* Teacher Notes:

»  Ideally, students would be able fo bring their independent reading fexts fo the
strategy group. If your students aren’t reading a fictional fext, or if you prefer
fo have all students using the same fext, you can use the fext A Babysitting
Issue fo help students apply this specific strafegy.

While students are reading and practicing this strafegy independently, you want
TACKLE fo check—in and falk with each student about how they are applying the stratfegy.
Keep the discussion focused on their thinking vs. listening fo them read.

If you choose fo use the shared fext and students are reading the fext for the

first fime, you might need fo provide more fime for this portion of the lesson
One way you can keep your strafegy lessons more concise and still use a shared
n C u e S e e Xa C WO r S fext is by providing students with the fext prior fo coming fo the strategy group.

This will make sure that while they are at the fable, all they are focusing on is

applying the strafegy.

Discuss:
*  Who con tell me how this focus helped you better understand the character?

e How did comparing the characters to each other help you better anaolyze the

character?
Link:

.27 9 TRANSFER
S O O e O u r S u e n S *  Remember, you con analyze characters onytime you are reading independently.
3 You can use compoare two characters across dif ferent categories, including their
master the objective.

traits, feelings ond problems. This will help you better understond the
characters.
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

STUDENT PASSAGES & RESPONSE PAGES

Student passage written

Raven’s Lesson

Raven screamed and dove through the middle of
the game of tag being played by the other forest
aninal children. They all dropped to the ground, covering
their heads in panic. Raven laughed os he flew away.
That would teach them to play fun games without him!

Ravenis what you could call a loner. He spent time
with his family and the other ravens but didn't have any
friends. This made him feel strange - like he didn't
know how to act around other kids so they would want
to play with him. So, he carried out invasions on the other
children’s games just so they would notice him. He didn’t

really understond why he wos never invited fo ploy with
them

Raven wos sitting on a branch preening his feathers
when he heard a rustling in the leaves on the ground below.
*Squowk! Who's there?* he screeched
Porcupine waddled out of the leaves. “It's just me, Raven!*
“What do you wont?* Roven demonded
*Just to tolk. When I wos new here, T had o hard time
moking friends. I think my prickly parts made the other
kids nervous, and that made me feel nervous. I didn't know
what fo soy or how fo say it to get included in the fun
gomes. But then a nice kid come and tolked to me,
infroduced me to the other children, ond we become friends
Just like that! I thought I would do that for you.”

Raven looked away. “If those kids don't want to ploy
with me, that is their problem!® he huf fed
*Raven, you are honestly acting like a bullyl Screaming ond
diving ot people, you seem meon. Why would they want fo
ploy with you?"
T am being funny to make everyone wont fo play with mel*
Roven defended himself’
*Roven, I think you know that acting like that is NOT going to
make you any friends. If you could settle down and tfalk to
the other kids, you will see they are nice and would love to
play with you. If you stop octing like a lunatic, that is.”

Roven hung his heod. *You're right, Porcupine. I just
feel like T've tried for so song fo get included! It's hard to
not take it personally.”

Porcupine chuckled. "It's hard for us to understond
you wont fo play when you are dive bombing our heods!

Come on, Tl infroduce you to the others.”

Readers can analyze a character’s
actions and behaviors fo
understand them on a deeper level

1. How does the author describe
Raven's actions?

Analyzing Actions

2. What type of character would
act that way?

3. Why do you think Raven acted
that way?

AUTHOR SA D

A~

BPRAVEN'S AC

E |

ETTER
TIONS ,,Ecg"u"ggksmuo

for each lesson objective.

Questions to help
students apply

the focus skill to
the passage.

Westions:

Sponse F
o his reeling legt out? T
9 r°Is

that Lp .
an ef fective Strateq
9y

2lp Rave o} “Orcupine [
F n
W did Cupine ky 0! 0 tha
Wt .
2, ?H do thato

/hen Po
re ;
Upine ang Raven 90 to +
“Ngo to tq

lk to +
the other animng|

—

fo

D Includes graphic
organizer & three

general
comprehension

questions.




TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

STRATEGY CARDS (AKA MINI ANCHOR CHARTS)

Strategy card for each / e

. . oV e  Morssa was st puttogthe o) of 1 S0 1S | Readers can think about what

lesson objective.
\ | "'{‘,5&'“"‘3??-; '
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0 process, or a visual

reminder of how to apply
that focus skill.

Character fee|?
oHow do you

Student friendly definition <§§>“ e ]

know?
*Why do you
think they
feel this

Great fo place on a
strategy ring!
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK...

ANSWER KEY WLTH POSSIBLE ANSWERS

Penelope’s Two Sides

Penelope’s parents liked to describe her as a force of
nature. Incredibly creative, Penelope was constantly
preoccupied by whatever art project she was currently
involved in. Unfortunately, this meant that she was also
messy and forgetful

Today is Penelope’s sister's birthday. Her mom had
left her in charge of cleaning the downstairs and decorating
for Fiona's birthday party. She had every intention of doing
so, until a melody ran through her head. "I'll write Fiona a
songl" Penelope thought to herself and ran to the piano

Penelope had already made Fiona a beautiful art piece
out of an old window she had glued tissue paper onto. Then
she panted around the tissue paper to make an underwater
scene layered with different colors and textures. The
painting was beautiful and would look perfect in Fiona’s room
It had also taken hours and been the source of some
family conflict when Penelope forgot to get ready to go to a
barbecue

So, yes, Penelope is creative and caring and messy
and distracted. She had almost an entire song composed
when her mom came home from shopping stressed and
out of breath
*Pennyl* Penelope could tell from one look at her mom's face
that she was in trouble. Only, she didn't quite know why.
‘Penny! What have you been doing all morning? You were
supposed to decorate for Fiona's party! Guests will start
arriving in half an hour.*

Penelope moaned and smacked her forehead gently
on the piano. She remembered now!

*I'm so sorry, mom! I started writing a song for Fiona and
completely forgot*

*Of course you did.* Her mom was clearly irritated. *T'll just
do it myself.*

‘Nol* Penelope shouted. *I will double time it, I promise!
You'll see I can get it done. You go get the food together*

Half an hour later, Fiona came home from her
sleepover excited for her birthday party. The downstairs
was decorated with balloons and streamers, plus there was
food and drinks set up. Penelope had done a great job!
Penelope was also a wreck. Her hair was wild, her clothes
crumpled and dirty. Their mom took one look at Penelope
and burst into laughter. *Great job decorating, Pen! Go get
cleaned up and then you can play us the song you wrote for
Fiona.”

Positive & Negative
Answer Key

Characters can have both
positive and negative fraits.

1. What are some of Penelope's
positive traits?

* She is very creag
* She is tho o
* She ng

2. What impact did these traits
have on her actions?

to do other things she needs
to do

* She maokes art and writes

songs

3. What are some of Penelope's
negative traits?

¢ She

¢ She

ul and distracted

4. What impact do these have on
her actions?

* She forg o do important

things, like get r

parpe

conflicts or irritates her parents

i
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Includes possible
answers for the
questions on the
front of the reading
possage.

Also includes
possible/suggested
answer options for
the graphic organizer
and comprehension
questions.



Name: Date:

Organize Your Thinking:
What Motivated Marissa? Think Deep. )

‘\

How do you know? )

What text evidence supports your opinion?

Comprehension Questions:

1. How did Marissa’'s mom respond to Marissa putting away the clean dishes? What does this
tell you about how often Marissa does chores?

2. Should kids be able to earn money for anything they want doing chores?

3. Can you relate to wanting something frendy that is foo expensive?

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC
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INCLUDES TEACHER GUIDE

Are you new to using small
groups in your clossroom?
No worries! We got youl

@) Strategy Group Faqs

This resource also includes
o 2 page teaching guide PDF
that walks you through all
the ins ond outs of
strotegy groups. You also
get o generic strategy
group lesson plan along
with sentence starters so
NJOU CON Creoate you own
strotegy lesson plans.

iea o ‘d‘pﬁoﬁt’\ze

‘:w*' 0
Why ups? ;
strategy OO P e
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“This was a great

resource for my
students to work on
Independently as we
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Everyone But Marissa

Marissa was just putting the last of the clean dishes
awoy when her mom walked in the door from work
°Hi mom! How waos your day?* she asked
Tt wos good honey, thanks for asking.” her mom replied
“What are you doing?*
°T thought T'd help out by unloading the dishwasher.”
Marissa had a gleam in her eye
°T appreciate your help, Marisso, but T feel like you might
be buttering me up for something*
“Well, it’s just that these new sneakers were released
today and everyone at schoolis talking about them. T
thought maybe I could earn some money helping out
around the house to buy some.”
*That’s very entrepreneurial of you! How much are the
sneakers?”
Marissa didn't skip a beat. “$250.
*Whoa, honey, I don't have that kind of money! T wos
thinking they'd be $501
Marissa wailed, *Mom! Everyoneis going to be getting these
shoes! I can't be the only freak who doesn't have them at
school*
°T guarantee you everyone will not be getting those shoes!
Families these days have more important things to do with
their money. Money doesn't grow on trees, Marissa. The
onswer is no.”

Marissa felt pretty close to an epic meltdown. She
wos sure she DID need those shoes. "Mom, let’s talk about
it Can't T earn money doing thing around the house?*

“You can to a certain extent,” her mom replied, "but
$250 would take you months and months to save up. T
don’t even make $250in a whole doy of work! And you
really should help out around the house more anyway, since
your dad and T both work long hours.*

“T know mom, and I promise T will help out more! T
Just really, really need these shoes”

“You need to learn the dif ference between needs
and wants, sweetie. The shoes you have are perfectly good
for school. 'm going to have to put my foot down and say
no.*

Marissa felt tears spring up in her eyes. She felt so
disappointed, she wasn't sure what to do next.

Character
L,—l Motivation
Readers can think about what a

character really wants or needs
fo understand their actions.

1. What does Marissa want in the
story?

2. What actions does she fake fo
try to get the new sneakers?

3. The sneakers are really
expensive and not necessary. What
do you think is motivating Marissa to
want them so badly?

Was she being a selfish jerk? She just didn't know anymore.

—
-
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“These are just what L
was looking for. It can
be hard to know what fo
do in reading small
groups. These give the
perfect lessons that
are so adaptoble. Great
ideas!”
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NEED MORE THAN JUST THIS SET?

CHECK OUT MY OTHER SMALL GROUP LESSON SETS FOR FICTION SKILLS.

scripted lesson sets to teach key fiction reading skills scripted lessons and passages to teach setting scripted lesson sets to teach key fiction reading skills

STRATEGY LESSONS = STRATEGY LESSONS|  STRATEGY LESSONS
BUNDLE SETTING ORY,E\(ENL

10 LESSONS _

scripted lessons and passages to teach POV scripted lessons and passages to teach theme scripted lessons and possages to teach theme

STRATEGY LESSONS STRATEGY LESSONS STRATEGY LESSONS
POINT OF VIEW



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Small-Group-Lessons-for-Fiction-Bundle-7138020
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Plot-Story-Events-Small-Group-Reading-Lesson-Plans-and-Passages-RL43-RL53-7118896
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Point-of-View-Small-Group-Reading-Lesson-Plans-and-Passages-Worksheets-7120503
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Theme-Small-Group-Reading-Lesson-Plans-and-Passages-RL42-RL52-7137891
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Summarizing-Fiction-Small-Group-Reading-Lesson-Plans-and-Passages-7123383
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Story-Settings-Small-Group-Reading-Lesson-Plans-and-Passages-RL43-RL53-7120462

LET'S CONNECT

i My favorite way to help support ond encourage teachers
\_Y_J is with my weekly podcast! Have you tuned in yet?

Faoch week I share

STELLAR actionable tips and easy
TEACHER strategies that you can
PODCAST implement immediotely.

Tune in on your drive to
work or as you're setting up
your classroom for the day.

with Sara Marye

Be sure to follow and subscribe on your
favorite podcost player appl

i
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https://www.stellarteacher.com/stellar-teacher-podcast-with-sara-marye/

