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SUMMARIZING NONFICTION
READ & RESPOND TASK CARDS



WHAT’S INCLUDED? 
This resource includes 20 reading task cards that contain short reading passages that 
will help your students practice summarizing nonfiction. 

Option #1 – Just the text Option #2 – Text and Graphic 
Organizer Template

Option #3 – Text and 
Response Questions

Task cards can be printed in three different ways. 

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*



Option #1 – Just the Text
One of the printing options for the task cards is to print JUST the text. Each task card 
has a short reading passages (takes up half a page). The passages lend themselves to 
summarizing nonfiction, but you really could use them to teach any nonfiction skill. 
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• This set of task cards is ideal if you 
want to use them in the “traditional” 
task card way. 

• I suggest printing them on cardstock 
and either putting them all on a book 
ring or in a photo box. 

• There are 3 options of reading response 
sheets included so students can read 
the passages and respond on a separate 
page. 



Option #2 – Passage & 
Graphic Organizer
One of the printing options includes the passage and a graphic organizer template. 
These task cards can be printed front and back and work great in a center, as part of 
your small group instruction, or even for guided practice. 

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*

• On the front of each task card is a short 
reading passage (the same numbers and 
titles as option #1).

• On the back, there is a graphic organizer 
template that will help students organize 
text details that will help them summarize 
the text. 

• Students can use ANY strategy to 
summarize the text, but the graphic 
organizer templates will give them a variety 
of strategies to try. 



Option #3 – Passage & 
Response Questions
One of the printing options includes the passage and reading response questions. These 
task cards can be printed front and back and work great in a center, as part of your 
small group instruction, or even for guided practice. 

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*

• On the front of each task card is a short 
reading passage (the same numbers and 
titles as option #1).

• On the back, there is space for a sticky 
note so students can jot down their 
thinking about the text. There are also two 
text-based comprehension questions. 



Includes Digital Versions
I love to provide both print and digital options 
in my resources. This resource includes a 
digital version created using Google Slides.  
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There are three different digital 
versions included (to match the 
three different printing options).

• Option 1: The text with a 
generic space for student 
response. 

• Option 2: The text with the 
graphic organizer at the 
bottom (this one is pictured to 
the right)

• Option 3: The text with the 
text-based comprehension 
questions on the bottom. 



A LOOK INSIDE…(option 1)
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A LOOK INSIDE…(option 2)
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A LOOK INSIDE…(option 3)
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