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Show Don’t Tell – Writing Resource Ring



Show Don’t Tell – Words Included  
• Angry
• Awake
• Bored
• Brave
• Cold
• Confused
• Curious
• Disappointed
• Dishonest
• Embarrassed
• Excited
• Frustrated
• Full
• Grief
• Grumpy
• Happy
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• Hot
• Hungry
• Lonely
• Nervous
• Physically Fit
• Playful
• Proud
• Relaxed
• Sad
• Scared
• Shy
• Sick
• Sleepy
• Stressed
• Surprised
• Thirsty

Help your students become more 
descriptive writers. 



Show Don’t Tell
• Each card includes a 

commonly used trait, 
feeling, or emotion. 

• Each card includes a visual 
picture of what that word 

might look like. 
• Each card includes a set of

words or phrases that 
would SHOW what that 

word would look like. 
• Students can use the

examples included on each 
card to SHOW not TELL. 
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Printing Options!
Each card is formatted 3 different ways, so you can 

create the resource that works best for your students. 
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These cards can be 
printed four to a page. 
Each one-sided card 
includes the word, a 

picture, and phrases or 
words that would SHOW 

not TELL. 

These cards can be 
printed four to a page. 
Each card includes the 
word and picture and a 

blank space for students 
to create their own SHOW 

not TELL cards.  

These cards can be printed 
eight to a page. The two 
sided cards include the 
word and picture on one 

side and then when you flip 
them over the include the 
phrases that would SHOW 

not TELL. 



Black and White or Color
Each style can be printed in black and white so you can print on your favorite 

Astrobright cardstock. Or you can print on white cardstock using the color option! 
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