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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

This resource includes 20 reading task cards thaot contain short reading passages that
will help you teach and practicing finding the author’s purpose of a text.

Task cards can be printed in three dif ferent ways.
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*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*




Option #| - Just the Text

One of the printing options for the task cards is to print JUST the text Eoach task card
has o short reading passages (takes up half a page). The passages lend themselves to
identifying author’s purpose, but you really could use them to teach any reading skill.

* This set of task cards is ideal if you
waont to use them in the “traditional”
tosk card way.

{2] Read & Respond

* 1 suggest printing them on cardstock
ond either putting them all on a book
ring or in a photo box.

There are 3 options of reading response
sheets included so students can read
the possages and respond on a separate

poge.
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Option #2 - Passage &
Graphic Organizer

One of the printing options includes the passage and a graphic orgonizer template.
These task cards con be printed front and back and work great in a center, as part of
your small group instruction, or even for guided practice.

* On the front of each task card is a short 5
-
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*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*



Option #3 - Passage &
Response Questions

One of the printing options includes the passage and reading response questions. These
tosk cards con be printed front and back and work great in a center, as part of your
small group instruction, or even for guided practice.
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* On the back, there is space for o sticky
note so students can jot down their
thinking about the text There are also two
text—bosed comprehension questions.

Use the space below spond to the text you ust read ]
What is the author's purpose for this text? !Q &m k{ b;ﬁ ﬁm& Exm[mds

. What has caused the Great Pyramid of Giza to
decrease in size?

. Why was the Great Pyramid of Giza orlginally bult?
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*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*



Includes Digital Versions

I love to provide both print and digital options
in my resources. This resource includes a
digital version created using Google Slides.

There are three dif ferent digital
versions included (to match the T
three dif ferent printing options).

these math problems to solve. Everyone was frantic. Dod waos lost with no real ideas

on how to solve this final puzzle. He was just pushing every button he could find in the
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A LOOK INSIDE..(option I)

{z] Read & Respond

Purring: Cat Communication

All cat=lovers recognize the slight, gentle rumble. It happens when a cat is curled
up in an owner's lap. It also happens when big cats are bathing in warm sunshine. But
what does purring really mean?

Simiply put, purringis a way for cats to communicate. Since cats can't purr at a
loud volume, they tend to only do it when they are close to people or other animals. For
example, purring is one of the first things that newborn kittens learn to do. Their purrs
let the mother know that they are hungry. For older housecats, purring is a way to show
appreciation. Purring of fen occurs when a human is stroking their fur or has just put
out food or water.

But housecats are not the only ones that purr. Big cats in zoos and in the wild do
as well. Cougars, bobcats, and lynxes purr when they want to play, relax, or bond with
other cats. Seme even purr to secoth themselves. Just like humans cry when they feel
stress, cots purr fo calm themselves down

The next time you hear a cat purr, remember that it's trying fo communicate.
Maybe you'll be able to tell what your cat wants to say through this wonderful sound!

{z] Read & Respond
Floating in the Sky

Hot—air balloons are the oldest Fiying machines. But they don't work in the same
way other aircrafts do. In foct, they work nuch more like a beat than an airplane or
helicopter. That's because both hot=air balloons and boats float!

fz] Read & Respond o
Marie Brown: The Mother of Home Security

Marie Brown was a young African—American woman in the 1960s. She lived in an area
of New York City with a lot of crime. As a nurse, Marie worked long hours. Her husband,
Albert, also worked late os an electronics technician. Tt wasn't unusual for Marie to be home
alone at night.

Marie did not feel very safein her neighborhood. She wanted to find a woy to have
more peace—of —mind at horne. She spoke with her husband, who knew a lot about cameras
and TVs because of his job. As a result, they created the first home security system.

The Brown's first system was nothing fancy. It was just a camera in the peep hole of
their front door connected fo a TV. It helped Marie feel better, but she wanted to expand
the system. Soon, she created a microphone o hear people at her deor. Then she made o
lock that could be enabled from anywhere in her home. She eveninvented a device to
contact the police with just the push of a button

As Marie felt safer, she wanted 1o share that feeling with others. She began selling
her inventions to horme-builders, stores, and of fices. Seon, Marie's carneras, locks, buttons,
and microphones were being used all over New York City..and then the country!

Marie Brown passed away in 1999, but her legacy continues. Her inventions led fo the
modern security systerns that so mmany rely on today

The Great Pyramid, The Great Wonder
The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World are the most well-known and impressive
man-made structures in human history. They include a temple, a tomb, a lighthouse, a
garden, and two towering statues. Hawever dor\‘r expec‘r o visit any of these morvelauf
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Why Can’t We Agree on What Tastes Good?

Have you ever thought about how you enjoy a certfain food, but your best friend doesn't?
Simply put, it's because every person's body creates different food experiences. Here's how

Every humnan fongueis made up of bumps with taste buds inside. Taste buds shoot
messages about food to the brain. The brain then records these messages so a person can
tell if a food is sweet, salty, sour, or bitter. While all people have foste buds, they don't have
the same amount. Some lose foste buds as they age. This is often the reason o cerfain food
will taste dif ferent from person to person.

People also have dif ferent fostes because of their noses. Some people are born with a
stronger sense of smell than others. They can usually notice more flavors in foods. That's
because molecules gointo the nose when a person chews their food. These molecules boost
‘the taste sensation sent to the brain. So those with stronger noses tend to taste stronger
flavors.

Another reason for food preferences has nothing fo do with flavor at alll For some, if a
food looks or feels a cerfain way, it can be a problem. Many people won't even try a food that
looks lunipy or feels rubbery (even though it may taste delicious).

Many factors play a role in each person's unique food preferences. It is frue fthat no two
people are the some..even when it comes fo enjoying food!

iz] Read & Respond

Sudden Summer Storm
The temperature suddenly dropped. Although it had been hot ond balmy oll day.
there was now a chill in the July air. But the fermperature wosn't the only change in the
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Labor Day Parade

Cheers rang out from the crowd as clowns cartwheeled and threw handfuls of
candy. Children giggled as they picked up the treats from the hot cement. In the street,
the smell of car exhaust lingered in the air from the convertibles that slowly passed by
Sitting on top of the back of the cars were various community members. Some were
girls wearing tiaras and soshes. Others were local sports stars. Then there wos the
mayor who wos smiling from ear 1o ear.

As the clowns and cars poassed, o steady clang of drums became louder and louder-
A high school marching band stepped in time with the beat. Then they raised their
instruments to play When the Saints Go Marching In. Members of the crowd clapped in
time with the music as the band passed

Inserted omongst the clowns, convertibles, and the band were first—responder
vehicles. Firemen sat on fop of their shiny red truck. Paromedics hung onto the boack door
of an ambulonce, smiling at the excited audience. Folicemen closed out the event. They
waved from their squad cars and even briefly turned on their sirens, startling many of
the kids. However, the candy they threw made things much better. Once the final squad
car passed, the crowd parted, happy to be a part of the latest Labor Day parade.

fz] Read & Respond o

Perfect Pumpkin Pie

As the oven door opened, a delicious scent filled the kitchen. Soon, it wafted through
the entire house. Infense cinnanmon and nutrneg aromas burst forth first, creating a cozy
feeling on a cool day. They soon collided with smells usually reserved for a bokery. Scents
of sweet sugar from the filing and rich butter from the crust mixed with the spices.
When the pie finally came out of the oven, the earthy fragrance of purmpkin combined
with the others. Tt created a one—of—a—kind scent.

The heavenly fragronce lingered in the air for hours, creating anticipation. When it was
finally time to cut info the pie, it was simple. The knife moved gracefully through the
smooth filling and tender, flaky crust. Once the first slice emerged from the pan, it looked
beautiful. Tt seemed as though it should be on the cover of the Thanksgiving issue of a
food magazine. Tt was only enhanced by the final touches: a cloud-like dollop of whipped
cream and a light dusting of cinnamon on fop.

Finally, it was time for the first bite. The rich filling exploded with all the flavors of
autumn. The cool whipped cream mellowed the spice. The buttery crust provided a
satisfying finish to the bite. From the smell, to the sight, to the faste, it wos the perfect
purnpkin pie.
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Labor Day Parade

Cheers rong out from the crowd as clowns cartwheeled and threw handfuls of
candy. Children giggled as they picked up the treats from the hot cement. In the street,
the smell of car exhoust lingered in the air from the convertibles that slowly passed by.
Sitting on top of the back of the cars were various community members. Some were
girls wearing tiaras and sashes. Others were local sports stars. Then there wos the
mayor who wos smiling from ear to ear.

As the clowns and cars poassed, o steady clang of drums became louder and louder-
A high school marching band stepped in time with the beat. Then they raised their
instruments 1o play When the Saints Go Marching In. Members of the crowd clapped in

time with the music as the band passed

Inserted omongst the clowns, convertibles, and the band were first—responder
vehicles. Firemen sat on fop of their shiny red truck. Paromedics hung onto the boack door
of an ambulonce, smiling at the excited audience. Folicemen closed out the event. They
waved from their squad cars and even briefly turned on their sirens, startling many of
the kids. However, the candy they threw made things much better. Once the final squad
car passed, the crowd parted, happy to be a part of the latest Labor Day parade.

Perfect Pumpkin Pie

As the oven door opened, a delicious scent filled the kitchen. Soon, it wafted through
the entire house. Infense cinnanmon and nutrneg aromas burst forth first, creating a cozy
feeling on a cool day. They soon collided with smells usually reserved for a bokery. Scents
of sweet sugar from the filing and rich butter from the crust mixed with the spices.
When the pie finally came out of the oven, the earthy fragrance of purmpkin combined
with the others. Tt created a one—of—a—kind scent.

The heavenly fragronce lingered in the air for hours, creating anticipation. When it was
finally time to cut info the pie, it was simple. The knife moved gracefully through the
smooth filling and tender, flaky crust. Once the first slice emerged from the pan, it looked
beautiful. Tt seemed as though it should be on the cover of the Thanksgiving issue of a
food magazine. Tt was only enhanced by the final touches: a cloud-like dollop of whipped
cream and a light dusting of cinnamon on fop.

Finally, it was time for the first bite. The rich filling exploded with all the flavors of
autumn. The cool whipped cream mellowed the spice. The buttery crust provided a
satisfying finish to the bite. From the smell, to the sight, to the faste, it wos the perfect
purnpkin pie.
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Mias First Basketball Practice

omer] Mia felt anxious during her first basketball practice. Unfortunately, it showed. She
50 har] @lready made mistokes during the first two drills, which were basic. During the dribbling
ite she  drill. the ball flew of f of Mia’s sneoker. Then, she paired up with her friend Cora to

ching
o few
sline.
e repl:

proctice possing. However, Mia couldn't get the ball to Cora's hands. When it wos her turn

to catch, Mia flinched os the kall flew fowards her face. It whizzed over her shoulder.
Next it was fime to shoot. As the rest of the players lined up near the bosket, they

smiled. But not Mia. She reluctantly walked to the back of the line. “What's wrong?” Cora

rrn ha| osked. *T can't dribble or poss. There's no way T'llbe able to shoot,” Mia said looking down at

the gym floor. “Don’t give up before you try,” Cora encouraged her. *Just remember what
Cooach Bowen showed us”

Each girl fook a shot. Eve’s was too short. Mary's flew too far right. Girl after girl
missed. Even Coro, who was o sound player, couldn't get the ball through the hoop. Finally,
it wos Mia’s turn. She quickly thought about what Cooch Bowen said. She bent her knees,
put the ball over her head, jumped, and flipped the ball towards the bosket. SWISH! “Great
shot, Mial" Coach Bowen said

Her tearmates gathered around with high—Ffives. *See?” Cora whispered to Mia as
they got back in line. *T knew you could do it

fz] Read & Respond [12)

Marty’s Catnap

Marty the farm cat was sleepy. It wos a gorgeous spring day and all Marty wanted fo
do wos nap in the sunshine. He found his favorite spot behind the born, yawned, and curled
up in a ball. He was just about o close his eyes when he heard someone coming

“Hi, Marty? Horry the donkey shouted as he skipped towards the sleepy cat. “Want to
play?”

“I'm not in the mood,” Marty replied. “I'm in my napping spot.”

“But it’'s a perfect day to skip around the barnyard,” Harry argued. “Watch!”

Horry proceeded to prance in circles around Marty. As he did, he kicked up dust that
immediately went into Marty's nose. Within moments, the sleepy cat was wide awake,
sneezing uncontrollably. As he did, he shook and happed, which Harry mistook for playing

“That's it, Martyl" Harry joyfully shouted. *Tsn't this fun?"

When his sneezing finally ceased, Marty was even more exhausted. But his favorite
napping spot was now Harry's dance floor. Luckily, Marty had a backup plan. As Harry
continued to frolic, Marty climbed the haystacks that were piled against the barn. Soon, he
wos twenty feet in the air, away from the dusty dancing donkey. He yawned, curled up in a
ball..and finally closed his eyes for a perfect nap in the sun.
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A LOOK INSIDE..(option 2)
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Purring: Cat Communication Marie Brown:PThe Mother of Home Secynty Why Can’t We Agree on What Tastes Good?

All cat-lovers recognize the slight, gentle rumble. It happens when a caf is curled Marie Brown was a young African-American woman in the 1960s. She lived in an area Have you ever thought about how you enjoy a certain food, but your best friend doesn't?
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loud velume, they tend fo only do it when they are close to people or other animals. For
example, purring is one of the first things that newborn kittens learn to do. Their purrs
let the mother know that they are hungry. For older housecats, purring is a way fo show

more peace—of —mind at horme. She spoke with her husband, who knew a lot about cameras the same amount. Some lose
and TVs because of his job. As a result, they created the first home security system. will toste dif Ferent from person to per
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The next time you hear a cat purr, remember that it's trying fo communicate. and microphones were being used all over New York City..and then the country! looks lunipy or feels rubbery (even though it may taste delicious).
Maybe you'll be able to tell what your cat wants to say through this wonderful sound! Marie Brown possed away in 1999, but her legacy continues. Her inventions led 1o the Many factors play a role in each pet s unique food preferences. It is true that no two
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What? & Why? Purpose & Structure Personal Opinions
Ldentify the topic of the text, then determine the main idea. Use those details fo help you answer the questions Identify the type of text structure the author used in the text. Record any clues that helped you determine the As you read, identify personal opinions the author includes in the text. Look for any facts - or missing facts - and
about the author's purpose. text structure. Then, identify the author's purpose. e to explain how you identified the author's purpose. Jot them down. Then, determine if the author's personal opinions influenced their writing on the topic.
P A
TOPIC: Why did the author write this text? TEXT CLUES FROM AUTHOR'S 6884838 FIND THE FACT! AUTHOR’S PERSONAL
* Use detals from the text to support your thinking PERSONAL OPINION:

) STRUCTURE: THE TEXT PURPOSE

What is the main idea?

Q Couse &
Effect

Q Compare &
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Q Description

Q Sequence
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Solution
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A LOOK INSIDE...(option 3)

{z] Read & Respo

Purring: Cat Communication

All cat=lovers recognize the slight, gentle rumble. It happens when a cat is curled
up in an owner's lap. It also happens when big cats are bathing in warm sunshine. But
what does purring really mean?

Simiply put, purringis a way for cats to communicate. Since cats can't purr at a
loud volume, they tend to only do it when they are close to people or other animals. For
example, purring is one of the first things that newborn kittens learn to do. Their purrs
let the mother know that they are hungry. For older housecats, purring is a way to show
appreciation. Purring of fen occurs when a human is stroking their fur or has just put
out food or water.

But housecats are not the only ones that purr. Big cats in zoos and in the wild do
as well. Cougars, bobcats, and lynxes purr when they want to play, relax, or bond with
other cats. Seme even purr to secoth themselves. Just like humans cry when they feel
stress, cots purr fo calm themselves down

The next time you hear a cat purr, remember that it's trying fo communicate.
Maybe you'll be able to tell what your cat wants to say through this wonderful sound!

{z] Read & Respond
Floating in the Sky

Hot—air balloons are the oldest Fiying machines. But they don't work in the same
way other aircrafts do. In foct, they work nuch more like a beat than an airplane or
helicopter. That's because both hot=air balloons and boats float!

fz] Read & Respond o

Marie Brown: The Mother of Home Security

Marie Brown was a young African—American woman in the 1960s. She lived in an area
of New York City with o lot of crime. As a nurse, Morie worked long hours. Her husbond,
Albert, also worked late os an electronics technician. Tt wasn't unusual for Marie to be home
alone at night.

Marie did not feel very safein her neighborhood. She wanted to find a woy to have
more peace—of —mind at horne. She spoke with her husband, who knew a lot about cameras
and TVs because of his job. As a result, they created the first home security system.

The Brown's first system was nothing fancy. It was just a camera in the peep hole of
their front door connected fo a TV. It helped Marie feel better, but she wanted to expand
the system. Soon, she created a microphone o hear people at her deor. Then she made o
lock that could be enabled from anywhere in her home. She eveninvented a device to
contact the police with just the push of a button

As Marie felt safer, she wanted 1o share that feeling with others. She began selling
her inventions to horme-builders, stores, and of fices. Seon, Marie's carneras, locks, buttons,
and microphones were being used all over New York City..and then the country!

Marie Brown passed away in 1999, but her legacy continues. Her inventions led fo the
modern security systerns that so mmany rely on today

iz] Read & Respond ()

The Great Pyramid, The Great Wonder
The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World are the most well-known and impressive
man-made structures in human history. They include a temple, a tomb, a lighthouse, a
garden, and two towering statues. However, don't expect 1o visit any of these marvelous
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f2] Read & Respond

Why Can’t We Agree on What Tastes Good?

Have you ever thought about how you enjoy a certain food, but your best friend doesn't?
Simply put, it's because every person's body creates different food experiences. Here's how

Every humnan fongueis made up of bumps with taste buds inside. Taste buds shoot
messages about food to the brain. The brain then records these messages so a person can
tell if a food is sweet, salty, sour, or bitter. While all people have foste buds, they don't have
the same amount. Some lose foste buds as they age. This is often the reason o cerfain food
will taste dif ferent from person to person.

People also have dif ferent fostes because of their noses. Some people are born with a
stronger sense of smell than others. They can usually notice more flavors in foods. That's
because molecules go info the nose when a person chews their food. These molecules boost
the taste sensation sent fo the brain. So those with stronger noses tend to taste stronger
flavors.

Another reason for food preferences has nothing fo do with flavor at alll For some, if a
food looks or feels a cerfain way, it can be a problem. Many people won't even try a food that
looks lunipy or feels rubbery (even though it may taste delicious).

Many factors play a role in each person's unique food preferences. If is frue that no fwo
people are the some..even when it comes fo enjoying food!

iz] Read & Respond

Sudden Summer Storm
The temperature suddenly dropped. Although it had been hot ond balmy oll day.
there was now a chill in the July air. But the fermperature wosn't the only change in the
atmosphere. Thick, dark clouds quickly floated into the landscape. They hid the beautiful
L
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Use the space below fo respond to the text you just read.

What is the author’s purpose for this text?

What causes ahot air balloon to float?

How does the pilot land a hot air balloon?
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Use the space below fo respond to the text you just read.

What is the author’s purpose for this texi?

decrease in size?

Why was the Great Pyramid of Giza originally built?

Read & Respond - Author’s Purpose

What role do taste buds play in tasting the flavors of

Why does everyone have unique food preferences?

What has caused the Great Pyramid of Gizato +  How didthe author describe the thunder in the text?

The author wrote “However, the sheet was wet and
«cold, completely drenching everything below within
seconds.” What does that word drenched mean in this
sentence? What clues did the author give you about
‘the meaning of the word?
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