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Weekly Routines for Using Context Clues



WHAT GRADE DO YOU TEACH? 
This vocabulary routine is highly effective in helping students learn how to use context clues to 
identify the meaning of unknown words. Knowing that there is a range of levels and abilities in upper 
elementary, I have created three different sets of this resource each one with a different word list 
to meet the needs of your students. (Click on each picture to learn more about that specific set.  
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Set 1 – Includes the 
easiest list of words, 
perfect for 3rd grade. 

Set 2 – This was the 
original resource and is 
perfect for 4th grade. 

Set 3 – Includes more 
challenging words and is 
perfect for 5th grade. 

*OR you can get all three sets in one bundle and easily create a 
differentiated vocabulary center regardless of the grade you teach.  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Using-Context-Clues-Distance-Learning-Resource-for-3rd-Grade-5827778
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Using-Context-Clues-Distance-Learning-Resource-for-3rd-Grade-5827778
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Using-Context-Clues-Distance-Learning-4002587
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Using-Context-Clues-Distance-Learning-Resource-for-5th-Grade-5827803
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Using-Context-Clues-Distance-Learning-4002587
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Using-Context-Clues-Distance-Learning-Resource-for-5th-Grade-5827803
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Using-Context-Clues-3rd-4th-and-5th-Grade-Bundle-5827811
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WHAT’S INCLUDED?
Includes a PowerPoint Presentation or printable word cards for each of the 40 
vocabulary words. Each day or week students will read the word and the short 
paragraph to help determine the  meaning of the unknown word. 

Vocabulary words can be displayed 
in a PowerPoint presentation for 

whole group practice.

Vocabulary words can be printed on 
cardstock for individual use or to 

incorporate into a center.



Student recording sheet gives students a variety of quick tasks 
to help them use context clues and build their vocabulary. 

• Monday – Students read short paragraph, 
make their prediction for the word of 
the week and select what clue type 
helped them come up with their 
definition. 

• Tuesday – students look up the actual 
definition of the word in a dictionary.

• Wednesday – Students dig deeper and us 
a thesaurus to find synonyms, antonyms 
and identify the part of speech. 

• Thursday – Students internalize the word 
and draw a picture to show what the 
word means. 

• Friday – Students use everything they 
know about the word to use it in a 
sentence or short paragraph.
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WHAT’S INCLUDED?



Teacher guide and answer key make it really easy to provide 
feedback to student work. 
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WHAT’S INCLUDED?



DIGITAL VERSION INCLUDED…
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You also get access to a digital version of this resource created using Google Slides. 



WHAT WORDS ARE INCLUDED?
The words included in this set are listed below. This set of words could be used in any 
upper elementary classroom but are ideal for 3rd grade students. 
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• ad h ere
• a p p re h e ns i v e
• a p p rox i m ate
• b l a nd
• b l u nd er
• c i v i c
• c o nver t
• c re d i b l e
• d e s i g n ate
• d o m i n ate
• e er i e
• e l u d e
• e s c a l ate

• e vad e
• e xu l t
• e x te ns i v e
• fu t i l e
• h a r s h
• h ero i c
• h o a x
• i g n i te
• i l l u m i n ate
• i n d u s t r i o u s
• i n s i s t s
• j o v i a l
• knac k

If you are looking for more challenging words, check out Set 2 and Set 3 of this 
resource. 

• l o at h e
• l o ft y
• o r i g i n ate
• o ver t h row
• pa i n s ta k i n g l y
• pa ra p h rase
• pe c u l i a r
• p re d i c am e nt
• p ro vo ke
• re ver t
• s o l i ta r y
• s t r i v e
• s wa r m
• vac ate



A LOOK INSIDE: Set 3 Words
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Every page of this document is copyright of Sara Marye, The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC. All Rights Reserved.

•This product is for personal use only and is to be used only by the purchaser/original downloader of the 
product.    

•Copying this product for other teachers, your department, your school, your district, or your friends is 
prohibited. 

•Teachers may NOT upload this product to school/district servers, or to any website, distribute via e-mail, 
or share digital or print copies including to file sharing sites. 

•You do not have permission to claim any part of it as your own, to copy, or modify it, and you may not 
share or sell anything based on this document. 
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Hey! Let’s be friends!
Click the icon below to follow me on social media. 

T H E  S T E L L A R  T E A C H E R  C O M P A N Y

Just a heads up…
Make sure you are aware of my terms of use. 

https://www.pinterest.com/stellarteacher/
https://www.instagram.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/The-Stellar-Teacher-Company
https://www.facebook.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://pages.convertkit.com/f5ae4c3c36/3684f9be48
https://www.stellarteacher.com/
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