STORY ELEMENTS

READ & RESPOND TASK CARDS
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Read & Respond @
A Message for the King

Juan was anxious for Saturday to arrive. Tt wos the school ploy, and
Juan was the messenger to the king! His rom and dad and ount and
ceusing were coming fo watch He had one line, and he practiced it one
hundred times. *T come bearing a message for his royal highness *

On opening night, Juan put on his costume and practiced walking
impartantly When his scene came, he stepped onto the stoge and lacked
out. He saw his mom and dad and aunt and cousing in the £ irst row He
gulped. T cope with o massage for his royal bearl* The audience roared
with laughter Juan's cheeks grew hot. He wanted fo run of fstage, but his
Iegs wouldn't move, Then, he saw his dad mouth his lines. Juan tried again,
“I mean, T come bearing a message for his royol highness* As Juan Felt
better, he redlized that his mistake was funny, and peaple watched o play
+<_3 have fun. He added, "If his royal bear weuld like o rmassage, you'll hc:ue to
find soreone else.” He smiled, and the whole theater eheered

Read & Respond - Story Elements °

Story Elements Characters Problem/Solution
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impact on the story? Why?
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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

This resource includes 20 reading task cards thot contain short fiction passages that
will help you teach your students to identify and connect story elements.

Task cards can be printed in three different ways.

Option #1 - Just the text  Option #2 - Text and Graphic Option #3 - Text and
Orgonizer Template Response Questions

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*




Option #| - Just the Text

One of the printing options for the task cards is to print JUST the text Eoch task card
has a short fiction reading possages (tokes up half a page). The possages include all the
basic story elements (character, setting, problem/solution, theme).

* This set of task cards is ideal if you want
to use them in the “traditional” tosk card
WOV,

g i I suggest printing them on cardstock and
B o0 e SR IR :. either putting them all on o book ring or
Read & Respond o p. % |Y\ o PhO'l'O bOX

A Message for the King

Juan was anxious for Saturday to arrive. Tt was the school play, and
Juon was the messenger to the king! His mom and dod and aunt and
cousins were coming to watch. He had one line, and he practiced it one
hundred times, ‘T come bearing o message for his royal highness * { ]

0: o:enain\gi:. Juan put on his costurme and practiced walking Z i R . I .
importantly en his scere come, he stepped anto looke: : | Th 3 -|- F d
out. He saw his mom and dad and aunt an;inus\r\s ‘:?:ES:_?E;‘E?N"E:A i -':'I‘ ,-4‘ ere O re O P I O n S O re O In 9 re S P O n S e
90‘:;3:1 .IHSOM;' with o massage for his royal bearl” The audience rémred w1
witn laugnter. Juan's cheeks grew hot. He wanfed fo run of fstg i [ J h -|- ' l d d 1- d -|- d -|-h
l.egs wouldn't move. Then, he saw his dad routh his lines. Junng‘r?:;:;(fn / S e e S ln C u e S O S u en S C O n re O e
T mean, I come bearing a ressage for his royal highness * As Tuan Felt / r
better, he realized that his mistake wos funny, and pecple

A, possages and respond on a separate poge.

find someane else * He siviled, and the whole theoter cheered.
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Option #2 - Passage &
Graphic Organizer

One of the printing options includes the passage and a graphic organizer template.
These task cards con be printed front and back and work great in a center, as part of
your small group instruction, or even for guided practice.

* On the front of each task cord is a short
reading passage (the same numbers and
titles as option #1).

The bottom of each tosk card includes a

few questions to prompt students to think

about how the author described the story |
clements | mm—

Who't Problem . Solution

On the back, there is a graphic orgonizer
template thot will help students focus on
how the story elements connect together

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*




Option #3 - Passage &
Response Questions

One of the printing options includes the passoge ond reading response questions. These
tosk cards can be printed front and back and work great in o center, as part of your
small group instruction, or even for guided practice.

On the front of each task card is a short
reading possage (the same numbers and
titles as option #1).

The bottom of each task card includes a few
questions to prompt students to think about
how the author described the story
elements.

On the back, there is space for a sticky note
so students con illustrate the story elements
or jot down their thoughts. There are also
two text—based comprehension questions.

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*




Includes Digital Versions

I love to provide both print and digital options
in my resources. This resource includes a
digital version created using Google Slides.

There are three dif ferent digital
versions included (to match the
three dif ferent printing options).

&5 Read the Text

Tommie's Journey

Every rorming. the garderer picked bright, rpe vegetables from the garden
Tererrie dronk, up water and scaked i sunshne, determined to become the brightest
and ripest fomate *In o few days, youll be perfect” said the gardener, and Tormie
blushed with pride.

Sean, Tornrvie was round ond ripe. *T'm ready™ Teraniie cried cut, but the
gardener did not cone. Days passed, ond Tornmie felt o wormn crowding on kinn “Shaoal*
e shouted. Then, he found o brown dot on s red skin He tucked himself under o
leaF, out of the sun, to stop ripening. When the gardener finally came to the garden,
sriffling with o cold, Tormmie was foo saft The gardener picked Heirry instead

Torrmvie was all alone. “T'll roll awoyl* e thought and dropped of £ his stem
Irstead of rolng he londed with o squish The days became cold, and Torrenie grew

» Option 1: The text with a AN
generic space for student A s

sonsannunsnu S

e Option 2: The text with the . N | | T (e
graphic organizer at the NS |
bottom (this one is pictured to
the right)

Option 3: The text with the
text—based comprehension
questions on the bottom.
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A LOOK INSIDE..(option I)

Read & Respol
A Message for the King

Juon wos onxious for Saturdoy to arrive, It was the school ploy, and
Juan was the messenger to the king! His mor and dad and aunt and
cousins were coming to watch. He had one line, ond he practiced it one
hundred times, *T come bearing a message for his royal highness.

On opening night, Juan put on his costume and practiced walking
importantly. When his scene came, he stepped onto the stage and locked
out. He saw his mem and dod and aunt ond cousins in the first row. He
gulped. T come with o massage for his royal bear!” The audience roared
with laughter. Juan's cheeks grew hot He wanted to run of fstage, but his
legs wouldn't move. Then, he saw his dad routh his Ines. Juan fried again
‘T mean, I come bearing o message for his royal highness.” As Juan felt
better, he reolized thot his mistoke was funny, and people watched a play
to have fun He added, "If his royal bear would like a massage, you'll have to
find sorneone else” He smiled. and the whole theater cheered

Read & Respond

2]

Grandma's idea
en Lyric invited Cara to her laser tag birthday party Sunday, Cora
Definitely* As soon os she got hore, she told her mom
y, you proraised Grandraa you would help her with yardwork that
doy* Coro osked if she could do yordwork Soturdoy, but she had a boseball
it, but her rom said, “Your tearn is counting on
5 innportant to keep your commitments.” Cara thought and
thought about what fo do. Finally, she colled Grandma for advice. Grandma had
on idea
On Saturday, Cara pitched for her baseball garne. She broke her strikeout
record. Afterward, she bought a gift for Lyric. Sunday morning, Cara woke up
early. She and Grandma got busy pruning bushes and raking leaves, Cara didn't
even stop to junp in them. When she called for a ride to the party, her rmom
said, “You didn't spend much quality time with Grandma
“Not o problenn,” said Cara. Grandma climbed into the car with her, At the
loser park, Grandma strapped on a vest and ran through the course, laughing

Read & Respond °

Read & Respond

Every morming, the gardener picked bright, ripe v
garden Tormie drank up water and soaked in sunshin
the brightest and ripest

Tommie's Journey

tables fram the
etermined to become
tomato. *In o few doys, youll be perfect” said the

Read & Respond o

Sheila wos o nice kid with a secret problem. Whenever the moon glowed
round and full, she sprouted fur and sharp claws. Then, she shrunk. Sheila
wos o were-raf. So, when Chloe invited her fo o sleepover on the night of a

A Secret Problem

gardener, and Torarue 4
Soon, Tamimie was
gardener did not come
*Shool” he shouted. The
himself under a leof, o
came to the garden, sni
picked Heirry instead
Tormie was all alg)
d of rolling,
grew moldy. He wos coy]
sun broke through Tor|
Tornrmie was no longer

Ins

Read & Respond

rn £1
Owens Birthday

Owen woke up, panicked. His throat burned. He couldn't be sick - his
birthday wos tomorrow! He had been planning s superhero party for weeks
Maybe his dod wouldn't notice. At breakfost, when Owen said good morning.
only a seratchy whisper came sut. He wiped the sweat of f his forehead, but
it was too lote. “You have o fever,' soid his dad. *You'd better stay inbed*

Owen was a perfect patient. He drank a whole carton of orange juice, took
a nap every hour, and put cool cloths on his head, to help his fever go away in
firne. The next morning, though, it was worse, “Could we still have the party?

be far to
woited unt

@ * his window, he saw six superheroes.
Instead of coke, they carried soup Hs friends held up a sign that said: Happy
birthday and feel better soon! Owen smiled. “T olready do.”

Read & Respond
You Can't Fool Martin

O

Marvin hod been fooled once. A salesrman hod sold him shommpoo to moke

his hair but instead it had turned his hair purple. Maran would not be
fooled again. When Troy invited Marvin to his birthday party, Marvin said, “How
do T know you won't just jurp out and score me?” Coring wos running for
miayor and promised to build a park if she won “How can T be sure cked
Marvin, and he did not vete When he refused Mr. Wurnpler's pie, Mr. Wumpler
told hirn he was rraissing out by always saying no. Marvin sl T can't rigk
Walking home, Marvin heard a tiny voice, A fairy was tied fo a fencel She
of fered Marvin a wish if he set her free Marvin squinted. "‘How do T know?
Maype someone tied you up because you tricked them. Gront me the wish,
then I free you* But the fairy could not reach her fairy dust, so Marvin
wolked away. Then, he heord the fairy's small sobs. Perhaps there were worse
things than being fosled. He gently untied the fairy When she pulled out her
fairy dust, Morvin said, *Keep it You've already given me just what I needed”
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Moonbeam
$orr'.cth:ng seems unusual obout Haley's new auppy She narmes hirn
Moonbearn and fills a bowl with pebbles, water, and a costle for him to hide in
In the morning. Haley goes to feed Moonbearn. He is stuck inside his costlel
*Did you grow overnight?* she weonders, replacing the costle with a plant
Within a week, Moonbeam is too big to turn around in his bowl Haley asks her
parents to buy a tank. They did not think a quppy would be so high
maintenance. In just one month, Moonbearn grows so big the fank can't even
hald kirn, Haley fills the bathtub and wonders what fo do. Moonbeam looks at
her with pleading eyes
s " love having you for a pet, but ry house can't hold you”
g5 a pickup truck, and they place a wading poal m the back. Four
people ift the heavy fish into the pool They drive Moonbeom to a lake, where
Haley pats him goodbye and promises to wisit. As Moonbearn splashes into the
water, another huge fish swirs up beside him. Haley knows Moonbearn is
right where he belongs

Read & Respond o

Quinn's New Game

Everybody in Quinn's class was talking obout Phontorn Racecar. Quinn osked
her mom if she could get the new wvideo game, but her rom said she would
have to wait until her birthday Her birthday wos nine months away "Il raise
the rmoney ryselfl” Quinn thougnt, but she woasn't sure how I wasn't the
right ceason to roke leaves or shovel snow, and she wosn't good at baking or
gardening She decided to learn something new She checked out books,
watched how=to videos, and filled recyching bins with crumpled paper until she
ts. Every day, she folded dozens of wallets in every
color. She added arigomi baxes and fortune tellers, then she opened for
business.

Quinn made flyers ond set up a stand on the sidewalk. Tt didn't toke long
to sell every itern. Quinn proudly tock her money to the garme store, then
finally played Phantorn Racecar. It wos Fun for about an hour, but Quinn got
bored, She had a better idea She pulled up a video and began felding an

mgstered ornganni wo

origami racecar,

To moke the world's finest
These were the wild cherries of Mount Sora So, Riku packed his basket, pulled
on his boots, and hked through fields untl he resched o raging river The

t knocked hirn over ond sucked his boot downstream, A Fishermaon saw

d Riku across the river. Clirking the steep Mount Sora with one baot

2iku slipped and tumk

ed Riku his shoe, and although
ng Suddenly. a growd bl

eak where, ot the edae of the chff, grew the sweetest wild
d his bosket, then filled his belly The next doy, Riku made
e whole journey once more. This tirne, he corried o piece pie for everyone
whao helped hirn along the way

Read & Respond o

Caring went outside to feed the chickens and collect eggs. 1. 2. 3.7 she
counted the hens, but someone was missing Where was Lola? Carina
searched the henhouse and around the coop Then, she noti

Read & Respond o

e
n

World’s Finest Pie

, Riku knew he needed the very best fruit

2d holfway down A boy playing nearby
t wos very tight, it kept Riku from
Riku's path Riku did not see anyone to help
e pass, and I will bring you the world's
on understoed, it wandered into its lair. Riku

"Where’'s Lola?”

>d o hole in the

Read & Respond e

Sir Huffsalot and Crimson the Dragon

Sir Huf fsalot ond Crimnson the Drogon are friends. But one of
an anger problern. Clank! Sir Huf fsalot kicks the door when he loses to
Crimson ot chess. £n guarde/He points his sword ot the tree when he
occidentally trips on o root, “When I'm upset, I count backwards from ten
says Crimson you don't learn to calm down, your anger will get you in
trouble " Sir Huf fsalot doesn't have time fo count backwards. though. The
archery contest is coming, and it's chance to meet the princess

When the contest arrives, Sir Huffsalat pulls back his arrow and
- his bowstring bresks Sir Huf k wants to starnp and
kick, but the princess is watching The world's bigges out is about to burst
frorm his mouth when Crimson soars down. She tells him to toke o deep
breath. Sir Huf Fsolot closes s eyes and counts backwords from ten, and os
he does, his body colms. He opens his eyes when he hears a voice. *Can I pet
your dragon? She seems really nice*

Sir Huf fsalot smiles at the princess. *She is”

nem hos

- snap!

Baby Otter

The rother sea otter was worried about her baby He didn't floot like
the other otters. Even though he loved to splash and swim, he sank to the
bottorn, so she kept him in shollow water. When she drifted deeper, she
hugged hirn tight on her turnny and fold him not to roll of £ She fried licking
his fur to fluff it up with air bubbles, but that didn't help him float. She
fed himn extra clams to fatten hira up like o pelican, and she taught hirm to
paddle with his tail lke o beaver, but nothing could keep him from sinking

The baby otter grew bigeer, and his mother knew that scon she would
not be able to carry him around on her stormach any longer: She thought
that moybe some otters needed o little extra help, and just then she sowa
strand of kelp floating on o wave. She gothered the long seoweed ond wove
it into a float. After she wrapped it arcund her baby, he floated all on his
own, kicking ond splashing with joy. The mother otter felt rmuch lighter
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A LOOK INSIDE...(Op’rion 2)

Read & Respond - Story Elements Read & Respond - Story Elements Read & Respond - Story Elements

A Message for the King Gmndmu's Idea World’s Finest Pie
Tuan was onxious for Saturday to orrive. Tt was the s ploy, ond Juan wos oy party Sunday, Care ed, To make the world's fmest pie, Riku knew he neede
- to the king! vy d and cunt and NS Were coming . W Thess “ ies of Mow
3 Fields unhl he re

’ = s boot downstre
On opening rught, Jue t on b sturne and pr d walking inn 1 : ¥ L o P L . B rer. Chi N P Mount
When his scene came, he i 3 v
t kept Riku fre
myone to help hirn
| brng you the world's fnest pe* Wi
r. Riku reached the chr. where,

o Grandnne d inta the car with her. At the
st d on o vest ond ron through the co
THINK: THINK:
»  Who are the charactersin this story? How are they feeling? - Whoare the mwmshﬂthllwytmwenmw . \'mowo the charactersin ﬂlswﬁmmtm feeling?
+  What happensin the beginning, middie, and end? + What happens in the beginning, middie, and end? + What happens in the beginning, midcdle,

Read & Respond - Story Elements o Read & Respond - Story Elements o

A Secref Problem "Where's I.oln?"
rrcon glowed round and

t. Se.

Carma went outside to feed 4t eqgs. "1 3. she counted
the hery t sorv
nd around the

e Read & Respond - Story Elements n 1 Reqd 8. Respond Siory Elements

Story Mountain ehe Problem & Solution o coul Story Elements Characters blem/Salution

orried,
oon it

ng Sh

What element hod the biggest
impact on the story? Why?

Who are the charaq
+  What happensin the

v

Setting Theme

Read & Respond - Story Elements Read & Respond - Story Elements © Bl Read & Respond - Story Elements [

Story Elements ProblemySolution Describe the Key Story Elements =~ _ Story Mountain

What element had the biggest
impact on the story? Why?

B —V
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A LOOK INSIDE...(option 3)

Read & Resp
A Message for the King

Juon wos onxious for Saof v to orrive. It wos
fo the king! His mom
n e prochiced i

that s s
n He adde

, his royal
He smied, ond the

SoMneone
THINK:

Who are the characters in this story? How are they feeling?
What happens in the beginning, middle, and end?

Read & Respond o
Gm_ndml:l’s Idea

When Lyric invited Cara + tag birthday porty Sunday, Cora squealed

wiould help her with 5
but s

5y pruning bushes ond r d even stop

for o ride fo the party, her mom said, “You didn't

Who are the characters in this story? How are they feeling?
What happens in the beginning, middle, and end?

o wos o were=rof
slespoy on the night of | rrcon, Shela either

or g soluton

Read & Respond °

World's Finest Pie
s finest pie, Riku knew he ne : very best fruit
serries of Mount Sora. So, Riku packed his baskef, pulled
urtil he reached a raging river. The current

To rake the w

=, and althoug
Riku's path. Riku did not se
2t me pass, and L will bring you the world's fine
air. Riku reached t

ed a piece pie for everyone who helped him along the way

THINK:
Who are the charocters in this story? How are they feeling?
What happens in the beginning, middie, and end?

Read & Respond

"Where’s Lola?”
Corina went outside to feed the chickens and teggs "1, 2, 3.7 she
ng. Where was
e noticed o hole in the chicken wire

counted the hens, but sormeone was s ? Carna searched

the henhouse and around the coop. The
bl

have saueezed themvigh Sa Caring Innked all aennd $he yard

o the text you d

What element had the biggest impact on the story?

HIK:
Wha are the charocter|
What happens in the by

‘Where does this story toke ploce? How do you know?

How did Juan change throughout the story? WhyT

What element had the biggest impact on the story?

@ Read & Respond - Story Elements € B Read & Respond - Story Elements

Why did Cara almest have to miss her friend’s party?

‘What was the schution to Cara's problem?

Usa the space ba respand to the text you just read

:. What element had the biggest impact on the story?

‘What
cherries?

Respond - Story Elements

t o

What element had the biggest impact on the story?

Whao is Tommie? What chees help you know that?

‘What iz happaning to Tormmie in this story?

Read & Respond - Story Elements o

What element had the biggest impact on the story?

How does the author describe Sheilo's secret
problem?

What do you think wouldve happened if her friends
didn't abso have a secret?

Glve three words o describe Riku's personality. Give
reasons for why you picked eachword,

Read & Respond - Story Elements

: Space or to the text you jus

What element had the biggest impact on the story?

How do Carina’s feelings change throughout the story?

What would you do if you found Lola on your couch?
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Hey! Let's be friends!

Click the icon below to follow me on social media.
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Looking for more stellar resources?

Click the photos below to check out some of my other resources.
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https://www.pinterest.com/stellarteacher/
https://www.instagram.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/The-Stellar-Teacher-Company
https://www.facebook.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://pages.convertkit.com/f5ae4c3c36/3684f9be48
https://www.stellarteacher.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Response-Template-Digital-and-Print-Distance-Learning-3162129
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Story-Elements-Posters-Distance-Learning-3959824
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Text-Structure-Reading-Passages-Distance-Learning-5924775
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