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Poetry Writing Guides
These student friendly writing guides 
will help students learn how to write 

9 different types of poems. 

• Acrostic Poems
• Bio Poems
• Cinquain Poems
• Concrete Poems
• Diamante Poems
• Free Verse Poems
• Haiku Poems
• Limericks
• Odes
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No Prep Resource
• This product is the 
perfect addition to your 

Poetry Unit. 

• There is no prep work 
required by you. 

• You can print these 
writing guides, give 

them to the students, 
and they will become 

instant poets. 

Print the two page guide. 
Copy front and back.

Fold and give to students. 
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. 

 Includes how to steps
that follow the writing

process.

 Includes a space for 
students to publish their 
poem an draw a picture. 

 Includes a panel with 
background knowledge and 

an example poem. 

Poetry Guide - Outside

 The information and sample poem included in each 
guide corresponds to the information and sample 

poems included in my Poetry Anchor Charts. 
These writing guides would be the perfect 

companion to those anchor charts. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Posters-and-Anchor-Charts-4182845
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Poetry Guide - Inside. 

 Includes a space for 
students to brainstorm. 
The prompts in this space 
are unique for each type 
of poem. 

 Includes a space and 
supported template for 
students to draft their 
poem. 

 Includes a revising 
checklist. 

 Includes an editing 
checklist. 

These guides are perfect for 
students who are lacking 

confidence as writers or who 
don’t enjoy poetry. 
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Gives students 
everything they need 

to write poetry. 



HAIKU
a guide to writingBuild Your Background 

Knowledge
Before you start writing your own haiku, you need to 

know what a haiku is and how to write one.

Characteristics of Haiku Poems
 Haiku poems are only three lines long
 The first line has 5 syllables
 The 2nd line has 7 syllables
 The 3rd line has 5 syllables
 Haiku are usually about nature
 Haiku poems originated in Japan

Examples of Haiku

green sprout shooting up
stretching small leaves to the sun

hello spring, I’m here

the hot sun warms me
I am surrounded by heat

cozy, warm, toasty

a sudden bright flash
forever marks the dark sky

blinding, electric

Let’s Publish!
You’re ready to put your final copy together. Use the 
space below to write your poem. Draw a picture to 

help communicate your ideas to your reader. 
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How to Write a Haiku Poem

 Background Knowledge: Before you 
begin writing, you want to learn about 
all the characteristics of haiku poems. 

 Brainstorm: Your first step will be to 
brainstorm several ideas for your 
poem. 

 Draft: After you brainstorm you just 
need to start writing. Get your ideas 
down on paper. 

 Revise: Good writers always go back 
and revise their writing, making sure it 
is exactly the way they want.  

 Edit: Before you finish, double check to 
make sure every word is spelled 
correctly. 

 Publish: Draw a picture, and rewrite 
your poem in your best handwriting. 



Brainstorm Your Ideas
Brainstorm at least two ideas for your haiku. Remember that haiku are usually nature related. Write each of 
your ideas in the center of the web and brainstorm as many words as you can think of connected to that topic. 

Revise Your Poem
Use the checklist below to revise your poem.

Topic:
 Does each word and each line connect to the 

overall topic of your poem? 

Word Choice 
 Do your words effectively describe your topic?
 Have you used vivid verbs? 
 Have you incorporated exciting adjectives?

Imagery
 When you close your eyes, do your words help 

you paint an image in your mind? 

Don’t be afraid to change, move, 
remove, or add words to your poem. 

Create Your First Draft
Haiku poems have a specific rule for each line. Make sure you follow the rules when drafting your haiku. 
Since a haiku is so short, try coming up with two versions of your poem. . 

Edit Your Poem
Use the checklist below to edit your poem. 

 Syllables – Double check to make sure you 
have the right number of syllables in each 
line. Remember that some words might 
have more than one syllable.

 Spelling – Check the spelling of each and 
every word. You want to make sure it is 
spelled correctly. 

 Capitalization and Punctuation - Poetry 
doesn’t always follow the same rules as 
prose. Make sure that your capitalization and 
punctuation contribute to the overall effect 
of your poem. 

 Peer Edit - Be sure you’re ready to publish. 
Get a friend to check your poem before you 
move on to publishing. 

Idea #1 Idea #1

Op
ti
on

 1
:

Op
ti
on

 2
: 

Line 1 (5 syllables): _______________________________________

Line 2 (7 syllables): _______________________________________

Line 3 (5 syllables): _______________________________________

Line 1 (5 syllables): _______________________________________

Line 2 (7 syllables): _______________________________________

Line 3 (5 syllables): _______________________________________



DIAMANTE

POEM

a guide to writing aBuild Your Background 
Knowledge

Before you start writing your own diamante, you need to 
know what a diamante is and how to write one.

Characteristics of Diamante 
Poems

 Diamante poems have only been 
around for about 40 years. 
 They were created by an American 

poet. 
 They are seven lines long. 
 The first and last line have just one 

word which should be a noun. 
 The second and sixth line have two 

words which should be adjectives. 
 The third and fifth lines have three 

words which should be verbs. 
 The fourth line has four words which 

should be nouns. 

Example of Diamante

October
scary, spooky

tricking, treating, running
candy, costumes, ghouls, ghosts 
screaming, screeching, howling 

creepy, chilling
Halloween

Let’s Publish!
You’re ready to put your final copy together. Use the 
space below to write your poem. Draw a picture to 

help communicate your ideas to your reader. 
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How to Write a Diamante 
Poem

 Background Knowledge: Before you 
begin writing, you want to learn about 
all the characteristics of diamante 
poems. 

 Brainstorm: Your first step will be to 
brainstorm several ideas for your 
poem. 

 Draft: After you brainstorm, you just 
need to start writing. Get your ideas 
down on paper. 

 Revise: Good writers always go back 
and revise their writing, making sure it 
is exactly the way they want.  

 Edit: Before you finish, double check to 
make sure every word is spelled 
correctly. 

 Publish: Draw a picture, and rewrite 
your poem in your best handwriting. 



Brainstorm Your Ideas
Diamante poems include nouns, verbs, and adjectives that are all related to the topic of your poem. Before you 
begin drafting, pick your topic and then brainstorm as many nouns, verbs, and adjectives that are connected to 
that topic. You can use your word bank when you are drafting your poem. 

Revise Your Poem
Use the checklist below to revise your poem.

Topic:
 Does each word and each line connect to the 

overall topic of your poem? 

Word Choice: 
 Do your words effectively describe your 

topic?
 Have you used vivid verbs? 
 Have you incorporated exciting adjectives?
 Are your nouns meaningful and specific to 

your topic?

Overall Effect:
 Does your poem effectively communicate 

the ideas and feelings you were intending? 

Don’t be afraid to change, move, 
remove, or add words to your poem. 

Create Your First Draft
Diamante poems have a certain number of words on each line. Each line should be a specific part of 
speech. Make sure you pay attention to the types and number of words you include on each line. 

Edit Your Poem
Use the checklist below to edit your poem. 

 Parts of Speech – Double check to make 
sure you have used the correct parts of 
speech for each line. 

 Spelling – Check the spelling of each and 
every word. You want to make sure every 
word is spelled correctly. 

 Capitalization and Punctuation - Poetry 
doesn’t always follow the same rules as 
prose. Make sure that your capitalization and 
punctuation contribute to the overall effect 
of your poem. 

 Peer Edit - Just to be sure you arer ready 
to publish, get a friend to check your poem 
before you move on to publishing. 

Dr
af

ti
ng

 M
y 

Di
am

an
te

Line 1 (1 noun):                                                _________

Line 2 (2 adjectives):                       _________   _________

Line 3 (3 verbs):              _________   _________   _________

Line 4 (4 nouns): _________   _________   _________   _________

Line 5 (3 verbs):                _________   _________   _________

Line 6 (2 adjectives):                           _________   _________

Line 7 (1 noun):                                                    _________

Nouns Verbs Adjectives

My Topic: ___________________________________________



Check out my store for other great products. Here are 
some of my best selling posters and anchor chart sets!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mrs-Ms-Style
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Strategies-Posters-1970924?utm_source=Email%20sign%20up&utm_campaign=Vocabulary%20Freebie%20-%20Reading%20Strategies
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Posters-and-Anchor-Charts-4182845
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Grammar-Posters-2822221?utm_source=Email%20sign%20up&utm_campaign=Vocabulary%20Freebie%20-%20Grammar%20Thumbnail
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Text-Features-Posters-3231626?utm_source=Email%20sign%20up&utm_campaign=Vocabulary%20Freebie%20-%20Text%20Features%20Thumbnail
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Parts-of-Speech-Posters-1970971?utm_source=Email%20sign%20up&utm_campaign=Vocabulary%20Freebie%20-%20Parts%20of%20SpeechThumbnail
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Writing-Process-Posters-2359889?utm_source=Email%20sign%20up&utm_campaign=Vocabulary%20Freebie%20-%20Writing%20Thumbnail
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Figurative-Language-Posters-1970907
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